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Luk. 19.41, 42+ And when be Was come near, he beheld the City and 
wept over it, (ajing, 1f thou badſt known even thou, at leaſt in 
this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace | but now they 
are hid from thine eyes. 

Luk, 13. 35- © Behold, your bouſe is left unto you deſolate. And verily 

1 [ay unto you, Te ſha l not ſee me, wntil the time come when Je foall 

ſays Bleſſed 3: he that cometh in the N ame of the Lord. 


when the Lord bringeth back the Captivity of his People, 7 acob 
ſhall rejoice and Iſrael ſhall be glad, 
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VEPPD.VROVE-BOEBED BEGPEPCE 
To the Reader. 


Hat theſc Churches once flouriſhed, with much fpiritual 
proſperity, under a glorious diſpenſation of the Spirit ' { 
i 


and grace of God, by the ſaving adminiſtrations of his 

word and worſhip, and that with tull demonſtration of his 

ſpecial grace and favour , we ought to commemorate, 
unto his praiſe and glory, and our own preſent ſhame and confuſion. 
That now we are a people in extream _ of periſhing, in our own ; 
fins, and under Gods Judgements, (unleſs God ſhall pleaſe in an ex- 
traordinary way, of Soveraign mercy to ſave us) is the moſt humbling - 
conſideration of our preſent ſad condition. That all ordina 
means (in that extraordinary way of improvement which God hath 
of late ſet us under) have been altogether ineffeua!, unto a gene- 
ral and ſaving work of reformation ; makes it (at leaſt) a fearful que- E 
ſtion, whether our degeneracy and apoſtacy my not _ Judicial, | 
and ſo perpetual : a queſtion which will not admit of a comfortable 
reſolution, «nti/ God foall pour ont hug Spirit from on bigh yon ns, That 
Soveraign promiſe of the donation, and effuſion of the Spirit, and ſo 
of the diſpenſation of ſaving grace (as it hath been unto the Churches 
inall Ages, under their deepeſt defeQtion,) So it is unto us the | 
main ſtay of our faith, confidence, and comfort, and that which gives 
ſome preſent reviving, unto our languiſhing hope , of tbe reſurreQi- | 
on of Religion intheſe Churches, That God doth at preſent ſo far 
ſuſpend the accompliſhment of this promiſe, and fo far with-hold his | 
Spirit and prace, it is, the juſt, yet moſt dreadful puniſhment of that 
moſt ſinful abuſe of it; and = unprohtableneſs under the 
means of grace, and of that reſiſting his ons and rejecting his 
Son by unbelief and diſobedience unto the Goſpel which is found a- 
monegſt us , and is ſadly ſignal of the gradual cefſationof the work of 
Converſion, and of the further execution of Gods wrath, both F 
external agd ſpiritual plagues on Judgements. How much that _ 
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To the Reader. 


fed work doth alrcady. fail; the decaying and dying fate of Religi- 
on, an1 oftheſe Churches, doth cy:dence by woful inſtance and expe- 
ricnce, there bcing little more left, then « yame to /;ve, and thoſe things 
which remain ſo ready to aye; That ſo many ſinners, do ſeem to be gj- 
ven up Judicially, unto the ſtill growing, 3nd prevailing ſins of the 
times, Which both in their nature,apd working are fo uticr!y inconſ1- 
ſtent with the progreſs of the work of Converſion, doth make the con- 
6d .ration of our preſent caſe mich the more lamentable : elpecjally- 
conſidering that ſuch ſinners do remain under a ſecret, ſoveraign in- 
Fuznce of Gods vin!iftive Juſtice ; whence the word in the Miniſtry 
js become 4 /avorr of death unto death in them that prrihh, What remains 
then; but that we do moſt enixly endeavour 3 (in whatſoevEr- we 
may, or can poſſibly) to approve our ſclves a people more hopetul ; 
as to Converſion, Reformation, and Salvation; labouring pratically, 
and ſavingly to underſtand, even We at leaſt in thi our day the great 
things of our temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal peace, and welfare, lcaſt 
they ſhould be hidaen from our eyes, becauſe We knows not thes time of our 
21/6jatiov. Howis it then the moſt important coneernment of all un- 
converted ſinners, to take heed unto themſelves, that they do not (as 
heretofore) hinder their own Converſion, by abuſing and looſing their 
ſpecial . day and ſcaſons of grace, or by yielding up their Souls unto 
the .poner of 'ſin and” Nh in thoſe waycs of inning, wherein their 
hearts will be ha dhedag inſt the power and working of the word, 
'an1 Spirit of Gods tho ofitive unbelief an1. Cifobedience, unto the 
Goſpel, agairR light, and ſo by giving up themſelves unto deep ſecu- 
rity, in their unregeneracy ; and unto ſpiritual Apoſtacy, from that 
common. grace which they may have received and that paſt ordinary 
hop of reebyery. Heb.c 4708. Bur that ſi-ners do redeem thus preſenr 
' rime unto 4 conffanrattendatice upon the Miniſtry of the word , and 
'a'moſt d igent improvertieng of all means of grare, and operations of 
the Spirit, crying carneftly unto God, and waiting inſtantly upon him 
'for the application of Chriſt, and falvation in a ſaving work of grace ; 
*and thatuider'a fenle of ug eftream neceſſity thereof,crying out as 
"they when HR is thick beds , At 2.31; what faal we go? and as he; 


_t 


AF.\6 Ie . what muſt ] do to be ſaved? How ſeverely alfo then are 
all ſuch Yrfons to. be, reproved and warned as the moſt dangerous 
ceſtruQive: Enemyes, unto both the temporal and ſpiritual welfare. 
and proſperity ofthis people;and of thefe Churches,feeking the utref 
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Tuine and deftrudtion both of the preſent,and ſucceeding generationg; 
' who make it their bulinets, to hinder, obGrud, yea, utterly to deſtroy 
the work of Converſion, by upholding the ſins of the times, oppoſing 
the dutyes of the times, corrupting the Souls of others, with error, 
herely, libertiniſme, and licentioutneſs, weakning theh earts and hands 
of thoſe who labour in the work of Chriſt, for the ſalvation of Souls, 
by all means crofling and counter-working the whole work of Refor- 
-mation : ſuch do declare themſelves to be fall of all miſchief, Children 
of the Devil, and Enemies of all righteouſn;[s, AtF.13.16.& incurre that 
woe pronounced by ourSaviour, Math.23. 19 Therefore all thoſe who 
would approve themſelves to be true friends to the work of Chriſt in 
the promotion of his Kizgdome, the propigation of Religion, and the 
Salvation ofSouls, ought to labour molt intenſly in their ſeveral places, 
by all means with all their might to promote converting work, cſpeci- 
ally amongſt the Riſing Generations: Godly parents & Maſters, heads 
of Families, by the conſtant exerciſe:of the worſhip of Goc; in the life 
and power of it, by dayly inſtruQions, admoritions, and all kind of re- 
ligious education, by the right, and full improvement of Family go- 
vernaient, training up Children and Servants in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Gord, and this with. ſincere deſire, and feryent prayer, 
for their Converſion. Churches by upholding a powerful diſpenſati- 
on of the word and all Ordinances, and a full tupply of all proviſion in 
the houſe of God, elpectally a full and compleat Miniſtry; according 
to Chriſts appointment, that all means may be uſed and all Cuty per- 
formed taward the Children of the Covenant, and the riſing Genera- 
tions, which is neceſſary unto their Converſion, that they may not 
periſh in their -unregeneracy, through the neglettof that Cuty, and 
want of help to — it fully, which is, and is yet more likely to 
be the ſad- caſe of theſe Churches : O ler us pray the Lord of the har weſt, 
tothruſt forih Labaurers into this great Barveſt, The Miniſtry by trs- 
wailing in birth with Souls till Chriſt be formed in them, and by the full 
and faithſul diſcharge of duty as Laborers, tegether with God in that 


work, whercin therefore they are to labour ina way of dependance 


upon Chriſt for aſliſtance and fucceſs,and that both publickly and pri- 
vately, in all waycs, and by all means, to gain and bring home Souls tg 
him, as that which is the great end of their miniſtratiovns, whercin not- 
withſtanding they are under. great diſcquragement at preicat, from 
the diminution of that grate and hle(ing which pight make ſy 
| 20urs 
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To the Reader? 


-bours more effeual unto the work of converſion. The podly and re- 
ligions Magiſtracy, by the improvement of civil Authority, ina way 
offull an4 dire ſubverciency unto the work of Chriſt, the progreſs of 
which is the higheſt and moſt ſaving goodand exd of government, unto 
a Religious people 3 who are in the moſt happy and proſperous eſtate, 
-when the Mountains bring prace, and the little bills Righteouſneſs. Truly 
then it is high time for all orders, degrees & ſocietics of men inNew- 
.England,by faith in praycr,to ſeek the Lord antil be come and rain righ- 
frouſnſs wpon ws, wntil he open Rivers in bigh places, and fountains in t2e 
midſt of Valleys, and make the wilderneſs a Pool of Water, 
and the dry Land Spring: of water, wnti! he pour water wpon 
kim that % thirſty, and floods wpon the dry ground, "til be pour 
ont bus Spirit upon onr Seed, and hu bleſſing npon our Offfpring, until he 
ſend us the great promiſe of his Spirit, in the accompliſhment of it, by 
pouring out of his Spirit in a general, plentiful diſpenſation of convert- 
ing grace upon us, our Children, Familyes, Churches,this whole peo- 
le, both the ſtanding and the riſmg Generations: Which would be a 
Biclſed Refurre&tion, and as life from the dead unto us. It is much for 
our encouragement that in this our periſhing condition, God hath by 
\ His Spirit in the Miniſtry of many of his Servants, propoſed this great 
Promiſe z expreſſing his own gratious —_ to open and apply ir, 
in the ſaving grace and bleſſing of it, and withal preſſed us, from the 
"conſideration of inevitable deftrution, without a full and perfect ſal- 
vation by the application of it,and furniſhed us with all Arguments of 
faith, to ladour and prevail with him in prayer for the obtainment of 
it : which alſo .is the more ſolemnly obſervable, in that God hath pros 
videntially ordered the labours of divers of his Servants, in this /ame 
Freat and moſt neccſſary ſubject to be publiſhed at this time, as a Te» 
Nimony unto this Generation, what their main work and duty is , 
whereby be bath ſbewed me whit iu good, and What it is thatthe Lord doth 
require at our banls, God prant that it may not be rejeaed, and ſo be 
Ick upon Record, asa Teſtimony againſt this Generatien to condemn 
it,the moredeeply,under the aggravated guilt of total&finalApoſtacy \ 
| TheR and worthy Author of theſe Sermons, having been 
through the abundant grace of God ſanQified, and ſeperated from his 
youth,unto theMiniftry,he hath had a more early call into that work, 
wherein he hath been more happy then moſt of his fellow Servants ; 


and being himſelf coptancqus with, and amonegf the choice of = 
ET rſt 
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firſt ripe fruits of this young Generation; his Soul hath laboured, and 

doth labour, with the more fervency, of holy and ſincere love to, and FE 

real for, the ſalvation of their Souls : modeſty and humility being in- 

herent in him as gifts, both of nature and grace, it would be too much 

an injury to him, to give his work deſcrved commendation : It ſhall 

therefore ſuffice to ſay, that the powerful and ( we hope) ſaving im- 

preſſion which it bad in the miniſtration of it, upon the hearts of the ' 
hearers, is a Teſtimony of divine approbation and commendation: the | 

{uitableneſs and ſeaſonableneſs of the Subje& unto t bs time, and the 

| 


neceſlity of th# people, the copiouſheſs, and (yet withal) conciſcnels 

of the method (it being expreilive of ſo much of the general meffage 

which God is ſending unto his people, and of tbat which the Spirit is | 
now ſpeaking unto theſe Churches inſo few Sermons) doth render ir 
the more fit, and uſcful for the publick. The motion of the Spirit of 
God upon the hearts of thofe pious and judicious hearers, who have 
(we believe) been thereby moved with a godly zeal forthe faving 
good of the Generation to deſire, requeft, and undertake for the pub- | 
fication of it ; doth'promiſe it Patronage from Heaven. The fpccial 
y , Promiſed preſence of our-Lord Jeſus with this his Servant, for his aſ- | 
f liſtance in the Miniſtry of his word, as alſo inthe whole courſe of his = 
; 
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miniſtration, is a ſingular token, and'pledpe of his ſpecial grace and 1 
favour, unto that pretious Church in, and unto which he is called to 
miniſter. The Lord make them more and more thankful;profitable,and 
Þ fruitful, and proſper his work with them, | —— unto them more 
f clear and full diſcoveries of his mind and will concerning their duty in 
i order thereunto, that they may ſtand more per felt gud canpleat iv all the | 
” willof God, and be more fully repleniſhed with his ſpiritual and gra- Ir 
G cious preſence ;, snriched with all the gifts and graces of his Spirit, \ 
& ſetled (together with all our Churches)under the faving diſpenſati- 
on of the Covenant of grace,ſtrengthned unto ſtedfaſt perſeverance,in 
the faith, obedience, and order ofthe Goſpel; unto the cnd. 
Which is the prayer of 
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Your Servants for Chrift our Saviour: (akee 
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Samuel Torrcy. 
Joſtah Flint 
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. Eader, The old Plea, The Authors abſence from the Preſs, being 

\. ſtil of farce, occaſions this further deſire of thee, viz, that before 
thou rradeſt thes wilt With thy pen mend theſe following faults. 

0, FI for, as in, read and. 4,34 r. Wai-29. p.5.1.12. biot out 
once. p.8.1.4- r, enumeration, /.5. r. when. p. 10.41.27. for fit, r. ſet. 
p-1.1.4.16..r, fiercer. p-15-1.32.r. Scale. p.16-1.33. r. the things, 
1.37: 7- an abundant. p,17-1.16. for to have, r. and have. p.18./.13. 
y. affcR. p.20. /.18. r. light. p.23.1. 3. eſter Eſtates r. or, [.5, after ſc+ 
rious,”. as. p.24.1.2. r, ſet.p.25./.13-r. thoſe, p.28-1. 22. place the 
com:na after elves. Pp. 30. I 4+ Fu may, ”, muſt. : 


Other hſſer miſtakes there are, as miſqnotations in figures, miſpoint- 
ings, eſpecially in 0 points, which are ſometimes omitted, aud 
ſewetimes where they ſhould not be, and miſpellings in ſome words where the 
ſenſe is plasn, all which 4 little candonr in the Reader will eaſily mend- 


2623368222208 KR5K882:22:2.2.6! 


(i: * + , . 


> vo 


-E#J 


K333KUC2ESISTKNES $5,222: 
FOPPSEODEOD BODDDEG GOOBGOD 


Tſai.z2.13---.18, 


Ver. 13. Upon the Land of my People ſhall com? uy thorus and briers, jea,utcy. a!l 
ouſes of joy tu the joyous City. 

Ver. 14, Becauſe the Palaces ſoall be forſaken, the multitude of the City ſtall bz left, 

the Forts and Towers ſball be for Dens for ever, & joy of wiid Aſſes, 4 


Paſture of Flocks ; 

Ver. 15, Until the Syiris be poured upon us ou bigh, and the Wilderneſs be 
4 fruitful Field, aud Fraif a Field be counted for a Forreſt, 

Ver. 16. T _ Fn tors - dwell in the Wilderneſs, and Righ:eouſneſs remain 
#n the frunful Field. 

Ver. 17. Aud the work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, and the Effelt of Righteouſ- 
neſs, quietneſs and aſſurance for ever, 

Ver. 18. And my People ſhall dwell in « peaceable babitation, exdin ſure dwellmgs, 
and in quiet refting places, 


N the beginning of this Chapter there is a Propheſy of the 
_ righteous and proſperous reign of a King, whoſe Subjects 
ſhall live in a comfortable and happy condition under his 
government,things and perſons ſhall be called by their right 
names, a wicked man ſhall be called a wicked man, a good 
man owned for a good man, and every one treated rightly, and all 
things managed righteouſly, every perſon and thing handled accord- 
ing to their true merits, wver.1, to 9. And this King is by ſome ta- 
ken to be Hez-k:ah. Engl. Annot. But by others Chriff,under whoſe 
reign eſpecially all theſe things are accompliſhed, un. in loc. 
Chriſt does indeed alwayes rule, but there is at ſome times a more 
eminent and powerful adminiſtration of his Kingdome, wherein'there 
is a more viſidle an1 plenary fulfilling of the thing: here ſpokea of, 
an] to ſome ſuch time may this Prophelſy have reſpett. 

In the latter part of the Chapter the Prophet diſcourſeth of thoſe 
troubles that wereto come upon the Lani of his People, before their 
cſtabliHhment in and under the proſperity formerly deſcribed. 

An1 1. He begins with a ſolemn warning an4 Exhortation to all 
ſecure careleſs ones to be awakene 1 by their miſery coming, and to 


break offthcir evil courſes, an4 to betake themſelves to humiliation, 
B lamentation 
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(2) 

tamentation, and fo to Reformation, if thereby they might pre: 
vent, or at leaſt moderate the Judgement impending over them. 
Ver. 9, to 13. Riſe ap ye Women that are at eaſe, hiar my voice ye 
eartleſs denghters, give ear wnto my Speech : Alany dayes and years ſhall 
ge be troubled, yr carileſs Women, Bic. Tremble ye Women that are at 
eaſe, 8c. Would careleſs ſecure Men and Women be awakened by 
warnings given, much oftheir ſorrow might be diverted. Had we fin- 
fol and fooliſh People in New-England been wiſe in ſeaſon, and taken 
thoſe ſolemn warnings bave been given us. much of that ſorrow and 
miſery which we have felt, and do feel in War, ſickneſs, and other 
ſhakings mig ht have becn cſcaped. .2, He declares ( fecing they had 
not by Repentance diverted Gods Anger, but were ſecure ) their tet- 
element under a Ciſpenſation of Judgement, and the continuance and 
proceſs of their miſerycs-to a determined period, at which thcre 
ſhould be a great turn and change of Gods diſpenſations towards 
them, wver.13. to 19. read: 3. In the two laſt Verſes, whether read 
by themſelves, or joyned with the foregoing, he deſcribes the blel- 
ſedneſs and ſecurity both of their perſons, and enjoyments, upon and 
for whom this change is wrought, however it ſare with others : when 
forrows come down upon others they ſhall be ſecured, The. cxpreſſions 

bere uſed being probably metaphorical, YVi4eSantinm in Pol. Synop. 
In the Text we have 1. A.declaration of the fettlement of this Pco- 
ple under a diſpenſation of Judgement,and the proceſs of Judgements 
8nd miſerics upon them. How troubles & ſorrows ſhould come, grow 
upon. & overſpread them, very. 13. 14-Vpon the Lanaof my People ſhall 
eome upT horns & Briar] T borns & Byyari may be here taken literal- 
ty, & ſd the expreſſion.denotes the great devaſtation & depopulation 
ſhould be made (im the Land. They may alfo be taken. metapbor:i- 
cally, as Ezek.28 24. There ſhall be ns wore a pricking Brier to the 
bouſe of I[rael, nor any Trieving T horn of all that are round atont. them... 
So that by Thorns and Briars coming up upon the Land, we may un- 
derſtand pricking, grieving, pincbing,and diſyuicting troubles falling 
upon the Inhabitants ofthe Land. Upon all the houſes of joy ] They 
are called houſes of joy, becauſe they were at preſent full of. mirth and. 
merriment in them,as miſdoubting no trouble near, Eng. Annor.in hc 
And upon all thefe ſhould ſorrow come: Their troubles ſhuuld 
ſpread among, and over them univerſally, and take away their mirth, 
and turn. it into mourning, Jn the Fogom City 1 City, in a. Lalle- 
; SIve 
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(3) ” 


Sire Senſe, for Cityes, the ſeveral Cityesthroughout the whole Land 


of Judah. Annor. And theſe were joyous or revelling Cityes, given to 
caſc, delight and pleaſure, abounding with much Luxury, whoſe pro- 
fane joy and revelling ſhould be followed with diftreſs. Becauſe rhe 
P alacts ſhall be forſakeny the multitude of the City fall be left, ] There 
ſhould be great deſolations wade in the places of their dwellings both 


for conveniency —_ And great diminution of their numbers, 
ght 


mortalivy and miſery lighting upon them. The Forts and Towcrs 
ſhall be for Denr, ] Their places of trength, munition, Cefence and 
ſafeguard being deſerted and lying waſte, ſhould become Recepta- 
cles and Dens for wild Beaſts tolye down in, For ever, ] or, for a 
long time; As the word (Gnelam) isoften uſed. Deſignat conti- 
nuation:m vel durationem now perpetnam ſemp:r, ſed longam & non in- 
terruptam per aliquod tempury & continuatam ad infi ”m aliquam peri» 
odum. Spanhem. A Joy of wild Aſſes] Theſe and other wild Crea- 
tures ſhould range, run at large, p'ay and diſport themſelves there, 
where ſometimes dwellings and Caſtles were. 4 Paſtare of Flocks ] 
Cattle ſhould-graze in thoſe places that were ſometimes inhabited, 
they being left deſolate. Theſe and the like miſeryes (honld be,con« 
tinue, and grow upon them, being ſet under Judgement. 

2. The Period of theſe miſcryes. Till which they ſhould be 
continued, and procced , viz, until the Spirit ſhould be poured out 
upon the Pcople,and the gracious Effeds of it obtained in them v.1 5- 
wntil the Spirit be poured upon  ] By Spirit here which is ſaid to be 
poured out upon them, we may underſtand not fo much the Perſon 
of the HolyGhoſt ( Not here to ſpeak ofthe perſonal in-dwelling of 
the Spiritin all the Saints, as 2 Fim.1.14.) As the ſaving giſtsand 
graces of the Spirit, by the donation of which, perſons areenlightned, 
& regenerated, ſinners converted, & Saints more & more ſanttified. 


. And by pouring om of the Spirit, we may underſtand a plentiful effu- 


ſion, or giving forth of the gifts and graces of the Spirit to the ſound 
Converſion and through San Atificationof a People. The diſpenſati- 
on of the Spirit in all the gracious and ſaving operations thereof is 


expreſt by giving the Holy Ghoſt, ?oh.7.39,T bi ſpake he of the Spirits 
whick they that bebzeve on him ſhould receive: for the Holy Ghoſh was not 


yet giver. AnJ by pouring out the gi't of the Holy Ghoſt, AT. 1&@ 
45- On the Gentiles alſo was poured ont the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. By 


the Spitit-being poured out upon them therefore is intended, a plen- 
a B:3 tiful 
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(4) 
tiſul and abundant meaſure of the communication of the gifts and 
graces of the Spirit unto them, and this was the determined period of 
their miſeryes. See more of this in M. /, Mather his Sermon 0a 
T1/ai. 44-3» Qu. 1, 2. where theſe things are direQly and fully ſpoken 
too. From on High ] from God above, Father and Son. And the 
Wilderneſs be a fraitful field, and the fruigfn! field be counted for a For- 
ref. 7] 1 ſhall not*trouble you with reciting the various Expoſitions 
given of this as in the parallel place, in /{ai.29,%7- but only lay down 
and improve that, which comparing them with the Text, and one 
with another, I take to be moſt probable. What is therefore expreſt 
in thelatter part of this Verſe, we may take to intimate the immect- 
ate effets or fruits of the pouring out of the Spirit wrought upon, or 
in thoſe upon whom 1t is poured. And they are two, 1. The Con- 
verſion of the unregenerate, And the Wilderneſs bea fruitful Field, 
't- E- Thoſe that bave been as a Wilderneſs, barren and unfruitful, 
bringing forth no fruit to God, but wild fruits of {n, they ſhall be 
themes, tilled, converted and made fruitful, to bring forth fruits of 
holineſs unto God. 2. The acmirable ſruitſulneſs and cncreaſc of 
race in the godly , And the {ruitful Field be counted for a Forreſt, i.e, 
key that baie aPrinciple of ſruitſulneſs in them,and dic bring forth 
fruit before, yet now upon the pouring out of the Spirit upon thcm 
ſhall reccive ſuch abundance of grace, and be {o cminent in the acting 
of it, that what they did before ſhall be accounted as the fruit of a 
barren Forreſt, in compariſon of what they Co now. Such a cifle- 
rence ſhall there bc in their fruitfulneſs before and after ihe pouring 
out of the Spirit on them, Or the meaning may he The frwitſul 
field ſhall br counted for a Forreſt, i.c. Thoſe that were before ſruitful 
ficlds ſhall upon the pouring out of the Spirit fruQife ſo incredibly, 
that they ſhall ſeem rather to bea Wood, a Forreſt, a Thicket. they 
ficlds of Fillage,(by an appropriation of ſuch cxpreſlions as are ſome- 
times uſed concerning the incredible fertility of ſome Fields in grain. 
and fruits, unto. the exceeding great fruitfulneſs of perſons in grace 
and fpiritual, agd holy ations) And ſo the Senſe is the ſame as be- 
fore. Vide Angl. Annet in Iſai.25-17. and Calvin in Pol. Synopſ. 
Cr:t. Ibid. 

3- The great turn and change following upon the pouring out of 
theSpirit,v. 16, 17, 18.7 ben ſball, &c.The immediate FfleAs& fruits 
of the pouring out of the Spirit were expreſt inthe former Verſe e 
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The mediate or taoreremote eat and conſequent of ity is here ex- 
preſt to be, the reſtoration and-multiplication-of-'fure 'mexcies 'and 
bleſlings upon them in- the Particulars mentioned in theſe verics- 
And they reſpe@teither, © - : | 


1. Their Sandtification, - ax a. holy and heayenly Converſation? * 


v. 16. Then fudgement ſhell awel! in the wilterneſs, i.e: intls quiolim 
Deſertum crant:. Forerimwin, Pol-Synep-Crit.in Zac::. Thoſe that were 
as a wilderneſs before, untilled,unt aught,unregenerate,& unſubdued 
to the will of God, being now converted, ſhall give heed to Judge- 
ment, equity, righteouſneſs, honeſty and pictyz abandoning all ways 
of profancneſs, debauchery, diſhoneſty, injuſtice, intemperance and 
impicty which before once tbey lived in. And righteopſneſs remain in 
the fruitful pets] Exgaſta re exornatio' effeftoruam Spiritus Deiin 
Sandtis : erunt, mquit, frudus ſpiritus in arvo, i.e. Ecclcfii Dei, Ju- 
Ritia, &c. Fun.iw Loc Chriſtians, Profeſſors whbo have given up 
their names to Chriſt ſhall be udioufly carefull to hold faſt righre- 
ouſncls, lincerity and uprightneſs in all their carriages. and actions 
towards God and man, being plain-heartcd, ' right-doyn, fair and 
ſquare in all their dealin s : behaving themſelves in all things ho- 
lily, juſtly and unblameably, being harmleſs, and without rebuke, 
putting away all ſemblance of diſhoneſty, unjuſt dealing, unſaithful- 
neſs, untruth, encroaching, covetouſneſs, double-dealing, unfteaci- 
nels, ſhifting, winding, turniag and whatſecyer elſe is unworthy the 
vocation wherewith they are ca'led. . And theſe ſure are bleſſed and 
happy times, when. there are ſuch fruits of anQification ſo gencrally 
and univerſally appearing. Or, | 

2. Their Glorification, which cencern the felicity and blefſedneſs 
of their lives. And they are Cither, | En” 

1. Inward and ſpiritual bleſſings, Peace, Quietneſs and Aﬀurance 
v.17 4nd the work o| 11thteouſneſs ſhall be peace, and the effe # of vigh- 
teon'neſt, quirtnels and aſſurance for ever, There ſhall be peace. Soul- 
peace. Pcace with God, and the teſtimony of that peace in their 
Conſciences: whenee an holy ſcrenity and calmneſs of ſoul. the peace 
of God which paſſeth all underſtanding keeping their hearts and 
minds through Jeſus Chriſt : a religious compoſure of mind, reſting 
quietly upon God lone, and depending on him with confident afſu- 
rance of recciving proteCtion (and all geod) from him. Eng1:/þ 
Annot.is Loc, - 8 : Re - | 0 | 
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(6) 
-22,;>Qntward Bleſſings; peaceableneſs intheir habitations,ſerurity 
and quietneſs in their dwellings, v. 13. ad my prople bull dwell in 4 
-pracedble habitation, and in ſure dwellings,"and in quiet reſtivg places, 
They ſhall have peace, ſafety,quietneſs and reſt round about, toge- 
ther with all the bleffings of fuch a merciful and. heaven-born peace/ 
Nor is it abſur4-or-iramethodical to rank this outward peace of the 
Saints under gloritication; for ir'is'to them a real freedome from mi- 
ſery &evill of puniſhment, wherein they experience the good-will & 
kindneſs of God, and thereforeis a-part or degree of Glorification 
begun, Huc pertinet [ad Grorificat. inchoat. fcil.]] paterna illa Dei 
Providentia, quz Fidelibus.invigilat ſemper in bonum, Amer Meant 
1.9 c.36.1b. 30, - t I CS hs 0h, 

For the timing this Propheſy in the Text, concerning the pour - 
ng out of the Spirit. and the effe&s and Conſequents of it, it is vari- 
ouſly fixed by Expoſitors, as.to the reſtitution of theJewith late after 
Sennacherids deſeatito theJews return from theBabylonian Captivi- 
Cy: tothe times of the Meſſiah in general : and to ſome particular time 
or times under the Goſpel, and that cither already paſt, or yet ex- 
_ That this Prophey in the T cxt doth reſpe& ſome particu- 

r time mainly and principally, is without doubt : But what that 
\.. - time is, I ſhall not make it my work to enquire or 
Four - f gage determine-' ' It may ſuffice to the preſent pur- 
ayes Foie Vather poſe, that-there is a general truth inthe words; 
$js Sermon on Wai.44, and that this Scripture may be and is in its pro- 
B-f.6. .. portion and meaſure fulfilled at other times be- 
ſides that to which it hath a more particular and principal reſpett, 
2nd that there is ſuch-a dependance of our freedome from cyills, and 
obtaining ofmercyes upon the Spirits being poured qut. upon us as 
is expreſe in the Text. It is written for our learning, and fo we may 


improve it; and to this 1 ſball apply my ſelf. 
In treating of theſe words, 1ſhall not endeavour to Craw out all 


the general ſcope of them in this one Dodtrine, vis, | 

Do. when God bath once ſet a People under 4 Gpouluiangl, 7 4g? 
ment, their miſeryes Will be like to proceed, till there be the pouring ont of 
the Spirit from on high upon thew to their ſound” Conver fion, and then 
will be a reſ#v ation and wwltiplication of ſure mer cyes and bleſſings 


« is ithe ſumme of the words; ani as brief —_— 
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(7. 
_ give it. This Doarine may be furtherigp.encd in theſe Propo» 
tions; ET ES SE OT OD on, nn Wy 
Prop. I. God doth ſometimes ſet a People under a di{penſation of 
Fudgemint., As this People here. The Lord in the way of his Pro- 
vidence expolesthem to Judgement, ſets them in the way of miſcry, 
ſorrow and calamity 4ighting upon them, follows them with evil : 
The general courſe of his diſpenfations toward them is afflictive : 
He does as it were fet them as a mark to ſhoot the Arrows et his an* 
gcr and diſpleaſure at, Lam. 3.12. He hath bent his bow and ſet me as 
a mark for the Arrow, He marks them out for Judgement, they are 
a people of his anger, a generatian of-his wrath, fer.7.29. he ſcis 
himſclf againſt them, he ſets his face againſt them, Lev.26. 17. Aud 
will (ct my (ace againſt you. He is ſore ditpl eaſed with them, and ſets 
himſelf as it were with an angry countenanceto puniſh their ſin; He 
engages his Power and wrath againſt them, Ezck.23.25, Axd [ will 
ſet my Fealouſit againſt thee, and they ſhall deal furiouſly with the, He 
watches over them for evil,. Fer.44.1.1,27. Bebvld 1 will ſet.my face 
againſt you for evil, Bewold I will watch over them for evil, The Lord 
does as it were ſet himſelf to watch bis opportunity'to bring evil up- 
on them, is againſt chem on every fide, and ſets himſelf to afflit 
them, | KEE, 2. 
Thus Gygd ſometimes fets a People under a diſpenſation of Judgy 
ment: Anu that; b:cauſe they. have (et themſelves in a way that is not 
good, They let themſelves out of the way of holineſs, and in the: 
way of fin, and hence God ſets himfelf in a way of Judgement, Lev, 
26.2 324, 1f ye Will not be veformed by theſe things, but will Walk cony 
frary to me : theu will I alſo walk contrary unto you, and will puniſh Jones 
Gods ſetting himtelf againſt a People is, becauſe they have fct them+ 
ſelves againſt God, 
And 1. Tocy have ſet themſelves againſt his Command, They hare 
rebeiled againſt him, and broken his Laws, and caft his words behind 
their backs. Hence God in ſetting: himfelf againſt a People ſets 


their (ins in the light of his Counterarce,. P/al$0.7,8.. ive are con> + 


ſuwed by thine anger : ana by thy trxath are we troubled, T hon haſt [it 
our iniquityes before thee : our ſecret ſins iy the light of thy Countenances 
It is becauſe of them, their lirs, that Gad carryes it in a way of dit» 
pleaſure towards any, Ex. 14.73, Thus the Lord giycs an account 
of his doing thus and thus with his People, beoauſe gbey had wy 
1 EO an 


Vion —_ ——  —  — 


— — — 


a —_—_ CO 


> ws —py 


reed 

fo and ſo aganſt him, Hof.5.2, compared with 12.33. Tn the ſecond? 
Verſe , They conſider not in their hearts that I remember ail their wic ks 
edneſs : now theiv own doings have biſtt thirm abut, thiy ave befere 
my face. Then follows a particular numeration of their ſins, to ver, 
32, And in the 12Verſc, it follows ;##bere they hall go 1 will ſpread my 
Net upon them, I will bring them down as the Fowls of Heaven: 1 vill cha 
ſtize them as their Congregation hath heard. Woe unto them for they have 
fled from me:.deftrultion unto them, becauſe thy have tranſgreſſed againſt 
me. So Ezra8.23. Hu powver and Wvrath is againſt all that forſake him. 

2. They have ſet themſelves againſt hu Reproofs. Upon a Peoples 
falling into fin and backſſiding from himythe Lord is wont to reprove 
them for their ſin, give them warning of their danger, and call them 
eo return : But when they will not hearken to entertain his reproofs, 


' or embrace his Counſels, then are they ſet under Judgement, Hoſ.1 1. 


w,7. And the Sword ſoall abide on his Cityes, ana ſhall conſume his 
Branches, and devour them, becauſe of thur own Connſelr., And my 
People are bent to back ſliding from me : though they called them to the 
moſt High, none at all wonld exalt him. Though God may puniſh 
for a ſmple breach of his Command, yet he is not wont to cauſe his 
Judgements to adide, unleſs there have becn a refuſal of divine re- 
proofs, Prov. 1-24,3 1. Becauſe 1 have called and ye refuſed, 1 have 
Pritched out my hand and no tan regarded ; But ye have ſet at nought a'l 
my counſel, an1 would none of my reproof. 1 alſo Will langh at your cala> 
mity, © c. God pives this expreſly as a Reaſon of his giving up his 
people to Judicial diſpenſations, Pſa/.81-11, 12. But my people would 
wot hearken to my voice, and Iſrael wonld none of me : So 1 gave them up, 
3. T hey have ſet themſelves againſt hic mercy and compaſſion where» 

by he woul1 have ſaved them, God exerciſes a great deal of lenity to- 
wards a ſinning people, and ſhows much compaſſion towards them, 
waiting and uſing nieans with much long ſuffering that they would 
return an be ſaved as bei g loth to give them up, He. 11.8. How 
foall I give thee up Ephraim? Pſal 78 42. But he being full of com- 
paſſion forgave their miquity, and deſtreyed them not: yea many a time 
rurned by by anger away, and did not ſtir up all bis wrath. But when 
Gods love, grace,pitty and compaſſion is abuſed, then his wrath ari- 
ſes and is ſet againſt a People, then he gives them up to Judgement, 
2 Chron.36.15,16. And the Lord God of their Fathers yu to them by 
his meſſengers, riſing up betimes and finding : bicauſe he ha compeſſion 
on 
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en hig People aud ou bis dwilling place: But they mocked the Meſſerrcys 
of G34,& deſpiſed bis words,& miſuſed his Prophets, wntil the wrarh of 
the Lord aroſe ag ainſt his prople,till there was no remedy, Hoſ. 7 113,15; 
then [ Would have htaled Iſrael, then the iniquity of Ephraim was aiſ- 
covered, ani the wickedneſs of Sa maria. Though 1 bave redeemed them: 
yet they have ſpoken lyes againſt me. Though [ bave bound and ftrength- 
ned their Armr, yet do they imagine miſchief againſt me- T hvs for theſe 
Reaſons doth God ſet a People under a diſpenſation of Julgement. 

Prop. II. The miſery of a People ence ſo [tt under a diſpenſation of 
Fadgem:st will be like to proceed ard be growing, Their aHittion will 
riſe higher and higher. Their ſorrows abound more 3nJ more. 
Their torrows and miferyes will be like to encreaſe and grow. 

1. Extesfive. extenſively. They will be like to be of great extent,to 
be univerſal or at leaſt general; To extend toall kinds of miſery and 
to all perſons. 

1. To all kinds of miſery, Pſal. 16-4. Their ſorrows ſball- be multi- 
plyed that haſten after enother God : As they may be ſaid to do, who 
caſt offthe true God his fear & ſervice. All kind of miſery will be like 
to fall upon them. The Lord reckons up various kinds of miſeryes 
which he threatens to bring upon his difobedient ſmning people, Lew. 
26.14, to 39 And they are expret as ſuch as ſhould be r;fng and 
growing, from one degree to 4 ſeven times greater, if the firſt did not 
reclaim them, ver-18. / will puniſh you yet ſeven times more for your fins 
Which riſe of puniſhment is for times expreſt within the compaſs of 
theſe verſes. An4 in fer,15.3. { will appoint over them four kinds, 

ſaith the Lord. And in Am.4, Many Kinds of aflition are mention- 
cd which God had brought upon his obſtinate and impenitent Peo- 
le. 

2, Toall perſons: All ſhall feel ſomething thereof more or leſs. 
Terxt,uer.13-. Upon all the houſes, The hand of God will fall heavy 
every where, Judgement come upon all quarters, there wil be no cor- 
ner or place for eſcape, Erxek 21.15. / bave (et the point of the Sword 
ara'nht all thiir gates, &c. The Clouds of Gods Julgements which at 
firſt were ſmall and little will be like to ſpread and grow thick Ipon 
ſuch a people, till even the Heavens be dark over them, 7/ai.5.30. 
And in that day they ſhall roar againſt them, like the roaring of the Sea: 
anti one look unto the Land, bebold: darkneſs and ſorrow, end the tight 
is dark#edin the Havens _ Which way ſoever they look, 4 
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wards or dowmrards, on this ſide or that, there: (hall be trouble and 
Ciftrc{s encompaſſing all of them as men in aFog. There ſhall be univer-- 
fally treuble on Earth and anger from Heaven and no appearance of- 
caſe or relief to ſuch a People, fer.45.5. Behold 1 will bring evil upon 
ek fie [ſaith the Lord. an1 12.12. The Sword of the Lord ſhall devour 
from the one end of che Land evin tothe other endof the Land; no fieſs- 
ſhall have peace. 
2. Tntenſive, ntcnſively. Their miſeryes and ſorrows will be like- 
to grow more intenfe and ſharp, pinching and diſtreſſing, to have 
more and more of divine anger inthem, and ſo be more hard to be 
borne, and fill thoſe under them with anguiſh and vexation, //ai.8. 2 1, 
Ani they ſhall paſs through it hardly beftead and hungry: and it ſhall come 
to puſr, that when they ſhall be hungry, they. ſhall fret themſelves. 1 hcir 
neceſſities and diftreſſes ſhall be-ſuch as ſhall make them grow ex- 
'treamly impatient and exceedingly diſquieted, wer.22. bebold tron- 
ble and darkneſs, dimneſs of anguiſh : and they ſhall br driven to darkneſs. 
Many words of the ſame notion arc heaped up to expreſs the great 
extremity of their diſtreſſes. Eng. Anzot. The Lord will make more 
and more wrath appcar-in his Judgments upon ſuch a People, make: 
his Arrows in their hearts ſharp, cutting and picrcing, F/al.45. 5; 
T bine Arrows are ſharp in the-brart of the Kings enemies. He wil 
put bitterneſs in their cup, fill their Souls with bitterneſs, make their: 
aftfition and ſo their condition bitter, 2 King. 14 26, The Lord ſaw 
the affliftion of Iſrael, that it was very bitter, Lam. $.15, He hath fil- 
led me With bitterneſ;, be hath made me drunken with wormWood, Ex- 
prefſions Cenoting the- ſharpneſs and extremity of their afiQion, 
When God is ſit in a. way of Judgement againſt a people, he will- 
make the end and ifſue of that diſpenſation a birtey day, Am.$.10. 
And I will make it as the moxrning of an only Son, and the end thereof as 
« bitter day-. | 
Thus the ſorrow and miſery of a people ſet under Judgemcnt wilt 
be like-to grow more general and more and more bitter and pinch- 
Ing. that; | 
" . Becauſe God us ſet againſt them as an Fnemy, Frck. 15.7, And 1 
wv1ll ſet my {ace ag ainſt'tbew, they ſhall go out from one fire, and another. 
fre ſhall d:vour them :- and ye ſhall know that I 'amsthe Lord, when I (et 
a7 face againſp them, It is impoſſble but that they ſhould ſink more: 
and more, whgm Godin his anger hath ſer himſelf againſt, Zxck.22.. 
| 14+ 
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74; Can thine veart endave,or can thine hands be firong in the dayes thett 
1 ſhalt deal with thee ? I the Lord have ſpoken it and will d1rict, Gots 
Fbeing againſt us is enough to make every thing to be hurtful to us. 
There is no ſtanding before him when he is angry, nor can any crea- 
ture give us relief, Pſal, 76.7. T bow even thou art tobe feared: and 
who may ſtand in thy ſight when once thou art angry?Jer. 10.10. At bus © 
wrath the Earth ſhall tremble, and the N ations hall n1t be able to abide 
his indignation, Job. 34.29. When he biderh his face, who then canbe- 
hold him ? whether it be done ag ainſt a N ation, or ag ainſ# aman only, If 
_ give charge to the contrary, no creiture can afford us any re- ' 
| lief, ; 
' 2. Becauſe there are not waters of true repent ance brought to quench 
Gods anger ? Or, there «y not 4 turning andyeturning unto God. Go2s 
anger againſt ſuch a People, as he hath ſet himſelf againſt in Judge- 
ment, it is as a burning fame, and it will as the flame of fire riſe and 
grow higher & fie-cr,unleſs prevented,quenched& removed by un- 
ſcigned Repentance and reformation : Which though not efficiently 
cauſal, yet qualifies the SubjeR for the receiving of the Mercy which 
God for his own ſake will beſtow through Chriſt, //ai.66. 15. For be- 
hold the Lord will come with fire, and with kis Chariots, like a Whirl- 
Win, to render hug anger with fury, ana his rebuke with flames of firey 
Hai.g-24,25. Therefore as the fire devoured the Stubble, and the fl ime 
conſumeth the chaff : So, &c, Therefore u the Anger of the Lord kindled 
atainſt bis People, & he hath ſtretched forth his hand againſt them,& hath 
ſmitten them, and the Hills did tremble, & their Carkaſſer were torn is 
the midſt of the ſtreetr, For all this his anger us not turned away, but 
bus band «7 ftretched ont ſtill, The reaſon of this continuance of Gods 
anger is direQly given, /ſai.9 12,13. where the ſame words arc re- 
peated ; For all this his anger u wot turned away, © c, anlthe reaſon 
plainly given ; For the people rurneth not unto him that ſmiteth them, 
neither do they ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, Solong as there is not repen- 
tance and reformation in a people there is no likeli»001 that Goc's 
wrath ſhould be pacified by Judgements formerly inflited : but ra- 
ther that there will be a proc cdure to further, greater and ſorer 
Judgements: For when the Soveraign God hath once taken a peo- 
ple thus into his hand, it is likely in reaſon that he will have his will 
of them or bring them very low, mend or mar them, bowor break 
them, Lev.26-23, Andi, je Will not be re{orm:d by thiſe thin's: and 
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wver.27,28. Anaif ye Will not for all this bearken unto "3 V Welk con: 
1vary unto me : thex [ will walk contrary unto.you alſo in ſur y, 

3. Becauſe where there & not repent ance and reformation under Af- 
flition there will be an encreaſe of provocation. The Lords expeQati- 
on is fruſtrated,, and thereby will he be provoked : Beſides ſuch who 
thus fruſtrate Gods expeAation they will grow more hardned in fin 
and ſecurity by aflition, if not more bold to ſin, Zeph.3-7. 7 (aid, 
ſurely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive inſkrultuon : ſo their avwclling ; 
foauld not be cut off, howſoever I puniſned them : but thiy roſe early and 
Corrupted all thiir doingr. And this will be like to continue and en- 


_ creaſe their aflition, Hoſ. 13.2,3. And now ( poſtquam moniti fue- 
int & caſtigati, Rivet. After they have been warued and chaſkned ) 


they fin more and mort, Therefore they ſhall be as the morning cloud, & 

as the early dew it paſſeth away, as the chaff that is driven With a whir- 

wind cnt of the_flior, and as a ſmoakh ont of the Chimrey. By which 

four ſimilitudes; the greatneſsand certainty oftheir calamity is de- 

notcd, and that that floyriſhing proſperity which they hopel for 
ould come to nothing, - 

Prop. III. The miſeriesof ſuch @ people will be like to proceed till there 
be @ powring ont of the Spirit from on high upon them to their ſound con- 
ver fion. Until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, &c. Text. 
ver. 15. If God hath once fo ſar taken a- people inhard as toſet 
ahem. under a diſpenſation of Judgement, there is no grounce{ hope 
of their deliverance anJ releaſe in mercy, till God do in a gracious 
manner pour out his Spirit upon them, or wonderful y work a ſaving. 
change in them.and among them by the effeftual operation of his ho- 
ly Spirit : Till abundance of grace be givea forth for the procuring 
and effeQing of their ſound.converſion. ] 
. -The Spirit is given or poured out for that end that there may be 
Converfion, And that citber,, —- h | 

1. The Converſion of ſinners, which is expreſt in the Text by, rhe 
Wilderneſs becoming a fruitful ficld, Plal.g1.13. Sinners ſhall be con- 
.verteduntothee.. The Lord ſends.Gown his Spirit for this end to con- 
wince, awaken, convert, regenerate and ſandtifie ſinners,foh. 16.8, 1 x. 
to open their eyes, toturnthem ſrom darkneſs to | ght and from the. 
power of Satan unto God : This is the work of the Miniſtry, 4@.26. + 
18. wiich works. effettually only through the power, preſerce- and 
.a{liſtance of the Spirit accompanying of the ſame, | lt 15 the work 94 
bs ON tte 
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the Spirit cfficiently to deliver finners out.of the power of darkneſs, 

and tranſlate them into the Kingcome of the Gear Son of Ged : tu 
make them of unholy, profane, proud and vain , ferious, humble, ho- | 
ly, pious and conſormed to the image and will of God : to love thoſe 
things [of Gcd } which they have not loved nor regarded; and to 


hatc and abandon thoſe things [_ of ſin, world and vanity J which they 

have loved and ſet their hearts upon, 1Cor-6, 11: And ſuch were ſome -N 

of you : but ye are Waſted, bat ye are ſaxfified, but ye are jrftifped in the [ 

ame of the Lord Jeſs, and by the Spirit of our God. Or, [ 
2. The Converſion of Saints and Chriffians, Which is expreſt in 

the Text accordirg to the in:crpretation given, by , te frairtul field 


being counted for aforreſt@, Peter was .converted before Satan fiſted 5 
him and made him deny his Maſter, for faith Chriſt; 1 have prayed | 
for thee that thy Faith fail nog : But he muſt be converted again and ; 
therefore ( hrift ſayes to him; 14en thou art converted ſtrengthen thy | 
brithren, Lak 28.32, though therelative char ge of ſtate in beliciers 
is but once wrought, it is wrought. at -or ce and continues for evcr, 
and the real changein their perſons by ſanQification is perfe& in its. 
F arts, yet this /atter admits of degrees : It is ſo wrought inthe belic- »*0 
vcr as that it needs conftant carrying on irſthis life, and it way fo de- | 
cay as to need to be done over again, and fo the Chriſtian to paſs un- 
Cer the work of Converſion again, a ſecond.time. Hence David M 
prayes when he had as it were loſt the work or effe& of former Con- 
verſion, that God would create in him a citan htart, aud vinew a right | 
Spirit Within kim, Plal.51.10. *Apprehending himſelf deprived in a 

<« manncr of that holy diſpoſition and power of godlineſs, which God 2 | 
© had formerly wrought in hm, asi before he begged for pardon, ſo | 
<« here for the ſar fification of Gods Spirit.” The word Renew Icons 
* ceive hath reference to his former piety,which he found great'y de- 
© cayed in him, wherewith he deſtres to teeftabliſhed again. fo ckyon 
in (cc, Now this is the work of the Spirit.to xenewthe work of Con- | 
verſion, and: carry cn the work of grace in belicyers.. He is given 

for this end, for the ſurthering the-work:of grace and holincts in be- . 

lievers in renewed and.m ore Rrong afts of repentance, taith and cbe= : 
dience: to make them more freefrom'ſin :nd pollution, . more: ard 

more conformable to the will of God in all things, more- abundantly | 
fruitful in every good work : to enlarge them incuty : and 10 make | 
their faces and converſationsto ſhine, that they ſhallin.good carveſt 

ibe.cngaged for God, his ſervice and glory, Rence - 
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7 Hence when the Spirit is poured out uporta people, All, or the 
generality of them, or at leaſt very many among them will be either 
-enquiring for, or walking in the way to Zion with their faces thither- 
ward, fer.50.4,5. [n thoſe dajer, and in that timr, ſaith the Lord, the 
ebildren of 1[ratl ſhall come, they an1 the chilirew of Fudah together, go- 
ing and weeping ; they ſhall go and ſeek the Lord their God, They Wall 
ah the Way to Zion with their faces thitherward, Which laſt exprel- 
ſion may intimate their ſincere intention and fixed reſolution to go oa 
inthe way they enquired after. *7s ſer ones face, is to fix the Af- 
*feftions and attions without declining to any other way. Wilſon Chriſt. « 
**Didtion. Such a people will be 'boun4 for God, having received 
the Spirit of God every one will go bound in the Spirit to the perfor- 
- mance of his duty anl1 the glorifying anJ honouring of God. They 
{hall be ſignally carryed out in ſeeking Gods face ani doing of his 
will. Therewould appear a right and full bent of Spirit for Go in 
_ perſons, doing all ſincerely in the name andjinan evangellical manner 
_exadly according to the will.of the Lord Jeſus, heartily giving thanks 
to Gol ani the Father by him, Col. 3, 17. The Spirit of God 
and of holin:ſs will breath and be manifeſt in them : There 
will be a golly ſorrow ani mourning for ſin in All, Ezck,7.16. But 
. they that eſcape of thew forall eſcape and ſhall be on the mountains like 
doves of th: valleys, all of them mourning, every one for his iniquity. A 
1 hearty grief that they have diſpleaſe], diſhonoured an1 provoked 
| Gol by their ſin : An4 a ſincere and earneſt care an] endeavour ts 
repair the honour an41 glory of Gods Name by future holy obedi- 
enec. Thele are the immcdiate eff:&s an] fruits of the pouring out 
of the Spirit. 

An3 till the Spirit be thus poure1 out anJ1 theſe gracious cffetts of 
it in ſome gool mcaſure obtained to the Converiion anJ Santtifica- 
tion of a people un ler Judgement their miſery an1 forrow will be 

: like to procea4anJ continue. And that, 

1. Becauſe the profanenzts, unbelief an] impenitency of ſinners, 
anJ the unholiaeſs a7 ) unſruitfulneſs of Chriſtians are the cauſes of 
theſe forrowsan4 miſeryes. AnJ as till the cauſes bz removed there 
is no provavility that the cff=& thould ceaſe, fo,3.7-12. neithry will 
1 be with y1u any m1r'Q except ye deſtroy the accurſed from amny you. 
Soin order to the remayil of theſe from a people, the pouring out of 
the Spirit from on high upan them. to their ſound converiion an{ 


ſanctification 


= 43 
(ig }Þ NE 

fan&ification is the grand expedient. An therefore till this be they 
will remain a generation of Gods wrath : His anger will not be like 
eo be mack. away from them till this work be. wrought in and 
for them. : | | 
2. Becauſe till the Spirit be in ſome meaſure poured out npon 

them they will not be fit for mercy. They will not duely acknow- 
ledge nor improve it, but profane and abuſe it. Till by the gracious 
work of Gods Spirit in them they be brought to a complyance with 
his will, they will notbe in a poſture to receive mercy : They will 
not carry it aright under mercy, P/al. 106.8.13,21. Nevertheleſs be 


Javed them for tis Names ſake, But, they ſoon forgat his Works, they 


waited not for his Counſel, They fo:gat God their Saviour, which had 
done great things, And therefore there is little probability that God 
will beſtow Salvation upon ſuch a people. 

3. Till then they will be provoking God, Though the Lord be 
Qriking them they will certainly be adding new provocations, fer.5. 
3. Thou haſt ſtricken them but they have not grieved: thou haſt con- 
| ſumed them, but they have refuſed to recuive correflion, they have made 


their faces harder then a rock, they bave refuſed te return, Wai.g7-17+-- 


For the iniquityof hu Covetouſneſs was I wroth and ſmote him: 1 bid me, 
and was wroth, and be went on frowardly in the Way of has heart. After 
this manner will they certainly do, till Soveraxgn grace heal them , 
till fuch time as there be a gracious effuſion of the Spirit from on 
high upon themito change, convert and ſanQifie them. And: there- 
fore notmithRtandig 


ing all the evil God hath done unto them, it will be 


probable that his Anger will not be turned away,but bis hand ſtretch - 
out ſtill againſt them. 

Prop. 1V. when the Spirit from on high «s poured ont upon 4 Pee- 
pre to their ſound Converſion there will be ar:ſlor ation and multiplicati- 
on'of (ure mercyes and bleſſings upon them. Though ſuch a people were 
under aſlition and expretlions of divine diſpleaſure before, The 
Seal of Gods providence would then turn towards them and there 
would be a remarkable, glorious and happy change among them, 
Text, ver.16,17,13. Then tbere ſhould be a new face and aipett of 
divine providence upon them, and the clouds of divine diſpleaſure 
would blow over. What before was taken away or withheld from 
them ſhould be then reſtored or giFen, and what mercy they want, 
beſtowed upon them, They ſhou!d have mercyes and bleilings by 
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devd; ichat kire-worthy the-name of" blellings, fort of ſure mercyes 
and bleffings. © ER 
" 1+ There wonld.be great balineſs. Holincls would abounl : There 
would be Holineſs to the Lordas it were engraven in bells and pots, 
Zech.1 4.20.37.; Holinefs: would be-conſpicuous both in perſons an{ 
ations. Judgment and righteouſneſs would *dwell an] remain eve- 
Ty where both in the wildernefsand inthe field, Text, ver. 16. Then 
Pudgement ſhall dwell in the wilderneſs, and righteouſarſs remain in the 
Fraufel field. 
' - 'Þ» We ſhould then (ee ſinners ſtndying and following after Holineſs. 
Chriſtians might then fce thoſe ignorant profane, wicked creatures, 
whom they now with grief behold or hear of, that they mind nothing 
Þut their vanity, their prile, exceſs, intemperance, diſorder, who 
now will not be perſwaded to pray, to reac, or hear the word of God 
with diligence, reverence and obeciznce, who will be profane, wan- 
con, intemperate, negligent, irrefigious, who will do any thing but 
"what they ſhould, and every thing that they ſhould not : But then 
we might ſee them ſerious, humble, attentive to what is good, aQting 
In the fear of God, diligent and ftudious to know the will of God, 
careful to pleaſe God, feartul of difpleaſmg him, circumſpet in their 
#&ions, Chriſtian in their behaviour, adorning the doctrine of the 
Goſpel, denying all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and living ſober- 
1y.righteouſly & goJly in the world, Tit.2.12.//ai.32. 4. The heare 
aiſoof the raf ſhall nnderſtand knowledge. [ *Such as were heady and 
< ;nconſiderate,as fond and fooliſh perſons uſually are, ſhall then be 
< better adviſed, and by attending to the word of God, come to un- 
6+ derſtand aright the will of God. And the tongue of the ftlammerers 
© all be ready to ſpeak, plainly.) Men by their religious ſpeech and 
© communication,at which they did but ſtammer, when they aſſayed 
«< gught before ſhall now manifeſt the inward alteration and change 
© of their hearts. Eng!. Anner. There aremany who having little 
or nothing of Religion intheir hearts, litt'e or no diſcerning or taſte 
of things of tho Spirit of God. when they are put upon it to ſpeak of 
any ſpiritual matters, or to perform any religious duty, they do mi- 
, ſerably ftammer, fomble and falter, they cannot tpeak, or but very 
brokenly, though it may be they can ſpeak faſt enough and are of yo- 
Jublc ſpeech in other things : Bu&rere there abundam effuſion of the 
Spirit upon theſe, it woub fooſe their tongues and makethem able 
£0 
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fo fpeak diſtinaly, vadertartidgty and feelingly of ſpiritual and ho 7 
ly things, //4i.29.f8. And in that day ſpall the deaf bear the words of 
8he wh aud the eyes of theblind ball ſer ont of obſcurity and out of dark- 
weſs. Thoſe that weredeaf toall the calls agd warnings of God 

his word and rod, they would not hearken; that were blind, that 

could not, would net ſce, notwithſtanding all that glorious light of 

Gods truth was held forth before them ; they ſhall be recovercd of 
thoſe their former maladies, and by the Spirit of God cffeftually 

working with his wogd, they ſhall come to have their cars anieyes 

opened; to underſtand the truth and wil! of God, to give all credir, 

and yield all obedience thereto, and ſhall be brought out of that ſpi- 

ritua{ mift and darkneſs whercin they were before involved. And /ai- 

29 24. They alſs that erred in Spirit ſhall come to nnderſtanting, and 
they that murmured ſhall learn doftrine. Such as were wandring out 

of the way of underſtanding into wayes of error and wickedneſs, and 

were ready to murmure, be impatient and diſcontented to have their 

hearts rife agiinſt any that went abbut to ſtop them in their evil cour- 


ſes, and thence were ready to quarrel or ſpeak untowardly of the 


.meffages or meſſengers of God, thele ſhall come to themſelves and 
ſer themſelves to ſeek wiſdome and underſtanding, to learn the do- 
rine and will of God, and ſhall betake themſelves to,and walk in the 
wayes of wiſdome, More paſſages to the ſame purpoſe we havein 
Jſai.35-56,7. Then | when by the foregoing aMiftiens, Gods peo- 
- 'ple being now fitted for mercy, God ſhall be pleaſed to afford it. 
T he eyes of the blind ſhall be opened. ] Thoſe that were ſpiritually blind 
before, ſhall now being enlightned,ſee,conceive and underſtand, both 
the myſtery of Godlinefs revealed in Gods word, and hys mercy and 
goodneſs manifeſted in his works. Andtbe ears of the deaf ſhall be nn- 
ſtopped: ] They ſhall now liſten to the word of God ſpeaking in his 
book and by his meſſengers, that had noliſt to hearken to cither be- 
fore. Then ſdall the lame man leap 4s an Hart, ] Men ſhall be cured 
of ſuch ſpiritual defe&ts in their Souls, whereby they were diſab'ed 
unto ſincere, upright, conſtant ani chearful walking in Gods wayes. 
And the tongue of the dumb fing. ] Thoſe that have leaſt tongue, or 
had no tengue at all, to ought that is good, yet ſhall they for joy ſing 
and chant out the praiſes of him, that had done fo great things for 
them, For in the wilderneſt ſhall waters break out, and ftreams inthe 
&ſert,} A type of the ſpiritual mecerings whereby ſuch gy 
; | & Piacey 
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places become fertile and fruitful, that were barren of all grace and 
g00dneſs before. And the parched ground foall become 4 Pool, and the 
thirſty Land ſprings of water : [n the habitation of dragons where each 
ley ſhall be graſs with reeds and rufore. The ſame thing in other terms. 
Eng). Annet, Thus do theſe Scriptures hold forth to us the grear al- 
teration that ſhould be wrought in ſinners by the pouring out of Gods 
holy Spirit upon them. One might then ſee them lamenting and a- 
bandoning thcir former folly and vanity and minding heaven in good 
earneſt, acknowledging and confeſfling their iniquity, begging. par- 
don with great carneſtnels, flying to Jetus Chriſt, relying on him,and 
faithfully endeavouring to livethe life of Chriſt, to exalt him by a 
goſpel becoming converſation. Oh what a wondertul ſight would this 
Þc to ſec ſuch dead bones live | How would this effea and ravith the 
hearts of thoſe that are good ? How would the heart, even the heart 
& reins of godly parents rejoice, when the heart of their children ſhall 
be thus wite and their lips ſpeak righe chings ? Prov.23.15,16. What 
think you of this, you whoſe hearts are mourning for thedifſolyte- 
acſs of, or at leaſt that you can ſce nu more of godlineſs. or hopeful- 
neſs in your children? You are now oftcn aſhamed, and your face 
waxes pale, with care, fear and diftreſs tor your poor wandring chil- 
Oren : but if you could once ſee them thus the work of Gods hands, 
being. formed, moulded and faſhioned for Gol, how full would your 
hearts and mouths then be of the praiſcs of the holy one of Iſrael ? 
How-would you ſandify and glorify him? J1/ai-29-22,2.3: Facob batt 
woP now be aſbamed, neither ſhall his face vow wax pale : But whey he ſce- 
eth his childaren,tbe work of my hands in the miaft of him, they ſhall ſar &i- 
fy my Name and [anttify the boly One of f acob, and fhall fear the God of 
Jſrael. , F | a 2 

2. We ſhould then ſee Chriſtians perfeFting bolineſt in tbe fear .of God. 
Making Religion their buſineſs. Studying to keep all Gods com- 
mandments and ordinances blameleſs, and todo all thoſe things 
that are pleaſing in his fight.Labouring to be eminently holy both in 
their religious and civil ations. Careful to ptepare and diſpoſe 
themſelves to wait upon God.inhis ſervice 3 conſcientiouſly riſing up. 
to mcet with God in the attendance on his Ordinances ,, Humbly, re- 
verently, religiouſly, attentively waiting upon God, that one might 
ſee that the ſervice of God is heartily intended by them, and that 
£OmMUnign with God; is (pcercly breathedafter by them in duties 
"Sf | <4 and 
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{1d Ordinances.” - Then wh tight hear'them full of heavenly, ſpirt*” 


tual and lively diſcourſe, ſweerand ſavoury words and ſpeeches flow- 
ing from the good treaſure and abundance of the heart ; See them 


cdifying, teaching an4.admoniſhing one another, Cel.3. 16. conſj- 


Cering one another, exhorting and provoking to love. & good works, 
Heb. 10:24,25. Then you might ſee ſineet agreement, affection, cor- 
dialneſs, faithfulneſs and peaceableneſs among brethren, bearing and 
forbearing one another in love. Then you might ſee Chriſtians ami- 
able and cxemplary in their civil converſation; not in the leaſt ſeek- 
ing to defraud or go beyond others, nor unſteady in their words or 
promiſes, nct conforming. themſelves to the world, or the cuſtomes 
or manners thereof, not diſorderly, not proud, not froward, not uny 
merciful, not churliſh, not intemperate, not ungrateful, not worldly, 
nor any way (at leaſt not ſo many wayes) unveſeeming in their car- 
riages or ations , but carrying an even thred of holineſs and ſpiritu- 
alneſs throughout the whole of their converſation : Herein'exerci- 
 fing themſelves to have a conſcience altogether void of offence both 
toward God and toward man, with a fingleeye and exaQly minding 
the Rule in all their carriage towards both Oh what deſireable 
times would theſe be 'when piety and holineſs ſhould thus flouriſh ! 
When thoſc many and grievous and too juſt complaints as of the pro- 
faneneſs and diſſoluteneſs of many unruly and -ungeverned perſons, 
ſo of the unchriſtian and unworthy carriages of Profeſſors in many 


reſpetts ſhould ceaſe and be no more to be found: And the glory of = 


God, thc honour of his Name and eſteem of his Ordivances and wayes 
ſhould be 'bigbly advanced by. theholy and amiable lives of all his 
Servants ! This would be the conſequent ofan abundant gracious ef- 


tuſion of the Spirit upon a people. 


2. There would be great happineſs. Happy would the people be 
that were inſuuch'a caſe, Their condition would be exceeding come 
SN Ike 4 RR: == 

1. Inthe enjoyment of inward pegqcty quietneſs aud aſſurance. Text, 
ver.17. Andtht work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, and the effeft of 
righetou me, quietneſs and a wrancy for ever. They ſhoald be kept in 
petfeXt peice, U/4i-26.3» heir Souls ſetled in-quiet afſured appre- 
hen'ions of the gra! 6d favour of God to them, enjoyitg that great 
1 | Nig hav tlove the Eaw;of God without any offers 
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five diſquietment, There ſhould not then be ſuck diſmal horrek 
feizing the Souls of poor creatures, as now doth the Souls of ſome 

or wwretches that have hardly minded they had Souls to fave till 
death hath awakned them. There would not then be ſuch doubt- 
ings, diſcouragements, difficulties, temptations, fears and faintings in 
perſons labouring under Soul perplexitics : But it ſhould be well 
with their Souls, andtbey .might walk up and down in the light of 
Gods countenance, P/a/.8y. 15- they ſhould experience the tokens 

of Gods favout toward them and be gladded therewith, Pſal.21.6- 

T hou haſt mane him exceeding glad with thy comntrnanct, Pſal.6.7. 
T hou haſt put po into my heart. Whatcrer outward troubles& ſor- 
rows they mect with in the world,yet they ſhould have inward peace, 
& be ſingularly ſupported, comforted & carryed threugh all outward 
diſtreſſes, Job.16.22, and ye noW therefore have ſorrow : but I will [ce 
you again, and your heart ſhall _ As the ſight of Chriſt aſtcr ri- 
Cen from the dead to his diſciples comfortleſs and diſtrefſed upon 
their Lords crucifixion filled their hearts with felid and ſtable joy 
which none could take from them: So the fight and gracious pre- 
{ence of Chriſt by his holy Spirit with his aMMicted Servants will emi- 
nently ſupport and rejoyce their hearts under all their ſorrows, when 
he ſhall provide them with the grace of the holy Spirit: And this 
'Diodate underſtands by. Chrifts ſeeing his Diſciples again, in the Text 
now quoted. - Hence is it ſpoken of the Servarts of Chriſt, that they 
arc, As ſorrowful yet alway rejoycing, 2 COr.6.10. Aud net only ſo,tut 
Ie lot y 18 tribulations «Iſo, Rom.5-3. / am filed with ccemfort, I am 
exxcerding joyſml in all our tribulation, 2 C07.7.4- They haie the peace 
of God which paſſeth all underſtanding keeping their hcarts and 
minds through Chriſt Jeſus, which cats out all their care, fear and 
Ciſquietment, Phil.4.6,% 

2. In the enjoyment of outward peace and quietneſs with the bl:ſſings 
ofit. God would give his people, were they rightly ſpirited for 
God, his work and ſervice, peace and reſt round abour. Text, ver. 18, 
And n.y people ſpall awel in 4 peaceable habitation, and in ſure awihings, 
PLE, quiet reſting places, Iſai.48. 13. 0h that thou haaſt kearkrid to 
wm} Commandments | then had thy peace been ac a River, and thy righte- 
onſneſs as the waves of the Sea, The Lord would give great proſpe- 
riry to his peop'c, were they ſanQified and filled with the graces of 
bis boly Spirit, at leaft what and how much would be good and 

| | bet 
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beſt for them: He would order their outward conditions for-theie 
good and comfort : They ſhould dave his proceftion and bleſſing, & 
of thar were b:ſt, ſecurity from temporal evils, Pſal.91.9, 10. Becanſe 
thou haſt made the Lord, Which & my refuge, even the moſt High, thy 
babitatien : T here ſhall no evil befal thee, neither ſhall any plague come 


nigh thy dwelling. Enemics open or {ſecret ſhould not prevail, nor ; 
their attempts proſper, becauſe the Lord of Hoſts himſelf would be 


their defence and ſafeguard, 1/ai.31.5. As birds flying, ſo will the 
Lord of Hoſt s defend }eruſalem, defending alſo he will deliver it, and pa 
filing over, be will preſerve ity, Zech.12-9,10- Andit Sal come topaſs 
in that day, that I will ſeek to deſtroy all the nations that come againſt 
Feruſalem. And I Will pour pon the houfe of David and npon the In= 
. habitants of Feruſalem the ſpirit of grace &c, Judgments that are de- 
aructive ſhould ceaſe and be removed from them, Pſal.$5.1,2,3. 
Lord, theu haſt been favourable unto thy Land: thou baſt brought back, 
the C aptivity of Pe > Thou haſt forgiven the iniquity of thy people, 
thou baſt covered all their fin, Selah, Thou haſt taken away all thy 
wrath: thou haft turned thy ſelf ſrom the fiercene(s of thine anger, Plal, 
91-3. Surety. he ſhall deliver thee from the ſnare of the fowler : and from 
the noiſome p:ſtilexce. And all convenient and comfortable mercyes 
and bleſſings ſhould be conferred upon them, P/al.$F5+ 12. Tea, the 
Lord ſhall give that which good : and our Land ſhall yield bevy increafe. 
1. USE, Hence learn, That all Gods Diſpenſations are of exceeding 
great weight. There is no one ofGods Providences, eſpecially that con- 
ccrnthe body of a people,&more eſpecially bis people, that is inconſi- 
derable. The concition of a people is much altered by the pouring 
out or with-holding of Gods Spirit : it is of very great concernment 
n what manner the bleſſed God carries it toa peopie, whether in a 


way of anger or favour. Love or diſpleaſure.in the diſpenſatiors of 


Gods Providence, hath an cfficatious it fluence to:the weal or woe 
of any. Ifthe Lord be with a perſon or people In the way of his 
Eracious Ciſpenſation, they will be bleſſed and magnified exceeding- 
ly. 2 Chron-1-1. and the Lord birGod was with him, ard magnified 
him exceedingly. Pſal.65.4. & 144-15. But if God forſake and de- 


part from them their caſe will be woſull. Hoſ.9. 12. Tea, Woe allo ro. 


them when 1 depart from them, There is a powerfull and irreſiſtible 


efficacy of Gods Providenco whether mercifull or aMiQive-ppon his 


pcop!e, It will work upon them ; His favour will raiſe, his anger will 
| "Io | - depreſs 
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deprefc and fink them: '* Mis diſpthſations are'no vain things, P/al. 3c? 
7. Lord by thy favour thou haſt made my mountaini to ſtand ſtrong, thow 
diaſt hide thy face and I was troubled, Job. 34.29. When he giveth qui- 
etneſr, who then can mak: trouble? aud when he hideth bis face, who 


; rh;n cap behold hin ?: whither it be done againſt a natior, or againſt a 


mas only. __— p GST | | 
USE 2. Learn hence, to be ſenſible of the miſery and danger of onr 
caſe, whom, as we may juſtly conclude, God hath ſer under a diſpenſati- 
on 4 wdgment. And there being ſuch weight in Gods ditpenſations 
we had need be ſenſible hereof. "The Tigliteous and holy God ſeems 
to be now weary'of repenting concertiing us, as he hath: oftentimes 
done, and not to att towards us as former!y : When his hand hath 
been upon us heretofore he hath repented and not ſtirred up all his 
wrath, As, Pſal:78.38. But he brink full of compaſſion forgave their 
$niqaity, and deſtroyed them not, yea, many a time turned he his anger a- 
Way, a1 did not ſtir up all bis wrath. ' And Pſal.196,44,45. Never- 
theleſs he regaraed their afflition when he heard their cry. And he re- 
wiembred for them his Covenant and repented according to the multitude 
of his mercyes, But now God in his providence ſeems to be ſpeaking 
in theſaqe languageto us'as to them, fer.15.6. Thou haſt forſaken 
we, ſaith the Lord, thou art gone backward: therefore will I ſtretch ont- 


. mine hand againſt thee, and deſtroy thet, I amweary with repenting. The 


Lord is expoſing us and laying us open to Judgment, ſetting us in the 
way of miſery, watching over us for and following us with evil. And 
our condition ſeems to be ſomewhat like what is expreſſed, Fob.30. 15, 
I9. Teryors are turned upon me : they purſue my Soul as the Wind : and 
my welfare paſſeth away ds 4 cloud. And now my Soul poured out up- 
01 me : the dayes of afflition have taken bold upon me. The hand of 
God is gone out againſt us and notwithſtanding all that is come upon 
us, his anger is not turned away, but his hand is ſtretched out Rill. 
Fhe Almighty (though admirably juſt and holy) is dealing bitterly 
with us, P/al.60.3. Thou baft ſhewed thy people hard things: thon haſt 
Wade us to drink the wintof afteniſhment. 
1. Miſery and diſtriſs grow general and univerſal, As Job.30.14. 
T hey came upon me as a Wide breaking in of waters : in the deſolation they 
yol led themſelves upon me. The Lord is compaſling and afMiQting us 
on every ſide, As Iſai.29-3. 7 will camp againſt thee round about, &c.Aﬀ- 


flition comes up as it were from all quarters and makes its way - all 
8 | = accyg 
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places and perſons almoſt more or leſg..+: In;ous late any preſent troy- 
bles of ſword, ſickneſs and;mortality:there is tcarceany but feels ſome 
thing whereof they are ready to complain, cither-in perſon, cſtates, 
relations: And fears of what may yet come by. this or the other 
means, are even ready to amaze the bgarts of all that are fo ſerious 
to conſider any thing. So that there is an eminent accompliſhment 
upon us at this day of that ſolemn word in Ez&.2 1-15, 16,17. /bave 
ſer the point of the ſword agaiuſt all theiv gatesr,that their heart may faint; 
and their ruines be multiplyed, Ah it s made bright, it s wrapt up for 
rhe fluughter, Go thee one way or other, either ow the right hand or on 
the left, whitherſoever thy face us ſet. I Will alſo ſmite my hands together 
and I will cauſe my fury ta veſt: 1 the Lord bave (aig ity,” .., 
2. (God hears net owr Prayers, i.c.. Qur publiek praycrs or praycrs 
for the publick. There is no time ſo bad, but God hears the praycrs 
of his dear Servants (though they may not alwayes be able to per- 
cciy2it) that watch andkeep their garments, , which they. make to 
hira for grace and mercy to their own Souls,, Fz<h-,34: 14+ Thyagh 
theſe three men. Noah; Danitl: and Tab were init; they fhowld deliver 
thiir own Souls : though their own they ſhould deliver. But publick 
petitipns put up for publick deliverance, help and mercy, fecm to be- 
throiyn by, not to be received or granted, , And thixic an Argument 
of a ditpenſation of Judgement.. God is wont when ie favours ha 
people to he nigh tothem in all things sbat they call upon him for, 
Dent. 4.7. But when he ſets his ſace again them then he denyes au- 
Cicnceto their prayers, fer.14. 12. hen they faſt 1 will not hear their 
cry, He forbids his faithful Servants to-pray for them, fer. 11. 14. 
Therefore pray net thou for this prople y nesther lift up acry, or prayer for 
them : for I will not bear thim in the time that they.gry ynto me far their 
troable, And if the eminenteſt of his Servants do pray for them, he 
willnothear them, Fer. 15.1. Though Moſes and. Samuel flood before 
me, yet my mind could not be towards this people, The Lord does asit 
were abſcond, withdraw and conceal himfelf ſram ſuch a people that 
he may not be found by them: ſeems to cover pp himſelf that their 
cry and prayer may not come at him:to trouble kim.ip. that which he 
intends not to do, Lam.3 8,44, 1/4i-29.1,3, Let them kull Sacrificer: 
Jet I will diſtreſs Ariti, and there ſhall be heavineſs and ſorrow. And 
after this manner is the diſpenſation of God tous at this day. And 
therefpre oh that we could ſee that we are ig a bad calc, that —_ 
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indeed ſenfible of the miſery and danger of our condition beinp thus 
fet ander. patgrmene ! it is our great miſery that nothing will awa. 
ken us. How fooliſhare we, what ſottiſh Children? Shall God break 
Us to pieces, Make us to go backward, to ftumble and fall, and be 
broken, and ſnared and taket, and ſtop his car to our eryes, and ſhall 
not we be affe&ed with our miſery ? Oh that we could hold up our 
hard chearts to be broken by the powerful hand of a gratious God 
Lord ſmite thefe Rocks ! Make us ſenſible ! Make us releat ! Make 
us mourn under thine anger ! 

USE 3. Hence ſee «reaſon of the continuance and growing of our 
forrows, Weareſetunder a diſpenſation of Judgment, and the Spi- 
Cit is Kot yet poured out:from on high upon us. And therefore no 


wonder if our troubles grow more exteniive, numerous and general , 


and more intenſe, ſharp and piercing. God hath in = anger ſer 
or him by the 


himſelf againſt us, and we are not yet turned and fet 
effetual pouring out of the Spirit upon, and working of it in us. For, 

| 1- How bitle kindly and fincere mourning for fin is there among ts ? 
That is one ſpecial efſe& ofthe pouring out of the Spirit on a people 
that have becn rebelljous; They (ball look wpon him, whom they have 
Pierced ani moxyn, Zech 12.10. They ſhall mourn for their abomi- 
nations and fortheir negledts of Chriſt. But how little of this mourn- 
ng do we hear of a R us in theſe dayes? Men and Womenare 
heart whole, though there be much guilt upon them, and ir may 
be their corraptions are yet whole and entire in them: They can do 
this and that evil and neglett this and that duty, and yet not mourn. 


| There are many poor creatures can rejoyce in their ſins: But, Alas, 


how few arein bitterneſs for thera? where are the perſons that ſow 
8n tears, that go forth and weep bearing precious feed, as Pſal.126. 
5,6. Many are apt to make their moan for want of health, want of 
peace; want of reu:y, &'c. Bur how few are there that lament and 
mourn truly for want of « broken heart, for want of pardon of ſin, the 
favour of God and his grace ? Were therc more of this, there would 
be hope. As is the Proverb; Corn ſoiven in 4 flood comes up like 4 
wood: Were there this ſowing in floods of tears of true repentagce, 
we might then hope for an abundance of the fruits and graces of the 
Spirit and the bleſlings accomyanying them to follow, But, alas ! 
how low arc our hopes from this ground ? | 


3. How little attivity and delight is the ſervice and worſhip of _ 
| ds 


gol 
and reaching after Communion withGod therein w there among #1 ? how 
Cull, cold and unſpiritual are moſtiy- the work and ſervice of God? 
Now the Spirit is a quickving Spirzt, and if that were poured out on 
Bs we ſhould be lively, a&ive, and vigorous inthe ſervice and wor- 
ſhip of God, Joh.6.63. Jt « the Spirit that quicknecrh, We ſhould 
{crve God with utmoſt intention and affetion, we ſhould be never 
better then when in his preſence reaching after communion with him. 


As David, A/.27.4. and 42.1,2. But alas how little is our cart + 


Ccrawn out to,and ſtrength put ſorth inthe houſe, worſhip and Orci- 
vances of God ! we drive too heavily, we cither want wheels,or oy! 
to our wheels, h ; 

3. How little of a praying frame, of a ſpirit of grace and ſupplication 
* among ws ? Where the Spirit of Chriſt is, there are thcſe Abba's, 
thoſe groanings that cannot be uttered, Gal.4.6. God bath [ent forth 
the Spirit of bus Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father, Rom. 8.26. 
The Spirit it ſelf —_ interceſſion for us with groanings which cannot 
be uttered, Where there is any good meaſure of the Spirit there is 
liberty of acceſs to God, there will be freedome of pouring out the 
the heart before God and ſtrong wreſtling with God, holy importu- 
nity and taking the Ringdome of heaven by violence. But alas how 
little is there of theſe things? Our prayers are too cold, dead, for- 
mal, lifeleſs, inſipid and wordy only, How little of a melting frame 
in our prayers and humble brokenneſs therein, and how little vehe- 
ment breathings of Soul after, and ſtrong a&ings. of faith upon the 
Lord Jeſus therein ? How little of patient and painful wreſilings with 
the Lord inthem? How little of carneft looking after prayers,and 
believing expettation,and waiting for a gracious anſwer of them. 

4. How little ftudying and prattiſing of — & among on ? Little 
of a Goſpel-becoming converſation, Were the Spirit of God put 
within us it would cauſe us to walk in his ſtatutes and keep his Judges» 
ments and do them, Ezck,36,27- And Iwill put my Spirit within you, 
and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my Judgements and 
ao them, We ſhould then live holy and amiable lives, our light would 
ſhine before men and ſo give occaſion of much glory to God. But 
how do we walk at all peradventures with God in our converſation ? 
We arc too uncertain and uneven, if not unholy therein» Thisisa 
thing confeſſed by moſt, Oh that it were lamented and reformed 


by All 
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x. How little breathings of lev ts God, bis wayer, Ordinances and 
Saints are ameng 9? Were thehaely:Ghoſtin the gifts and graces of 
It given to us in plentiful manner, tbe love of God would be ſhed a- 
broad in our hearts, it would be much there, Rom.5.5- The love of 
God uu ford abroad. 5n our hearts by the boly Ghoſt which 17 given to a. 
We ſhould entirely love God ak: dearly love his word, Saints and 
waycs : The bent and iream of our -affeftions would be turned this 
way. But alas | How low docs our affettion-run to Gl, to his houſe, 
ro his word, to his Ordinances, and ene to another. How eager arc 
we in our purſuits of other things ? but after theſe not ſo earneſt. 

It is too too evident that of theſe things mentioned there is too litthe 
among us,but of their contraryes too much : There is too much dold- 
n2(s in, and impenitency for ſinning ; too much negleR of, formality 
and deadneſs in prayer; too much of wearineſs in and under, and liſt- 
leſsnefs te.the worſhip.& fervice of God; too much heedleſsnels, care- 
lefsne(s, unholinefs & proſaneneſs in converſation , too much loathing, 
ſighting, undervaluing & diſregarding of God his word, Ordinances 
& Saints: Which-plainly ſhow our want of the pouring out of theSpi- 
Tit : And hence is our trouble continued and growing. 

USE 4. Learn to obſerve the motions and breatbings of Gods Spi- 
it that we may diſcern the ſigns of the timer, Weare from this Text 
informed.that the pouring out, or with-holding ofthe Spirit, hath a 

great: influence to: alter or diſpoſe the frame or manner or ſtate of 
cimes and diſpenſations - And therefore this diſpenſation of God con- 
<erning his Spirit is a ſpecial fg»e of the times, a (igne for us to know 
_ thetimes by,or to underſtand what the work of God is,or is like to be 
in the times we live in, It is the duty of Chriſtians to labour to dif- 
ccrnthe ſigns of the times, for want of which our Saviour blames and 
ſharply reproves thoſe, 44tb. 16.3. O ye hypocrites, ye can diſcern the 
face of the 1ky, but can ye not diſcern the ſignes of the times ? Luk. 12.56. 
But how w it that ye 4 wet diſcern this time? That was the time of 
the Meſiial: and his coming 5 of which there were ſpecial ſigns by 
which they might have apprehended and underſtood it, had they 
been wiſc and diligent to have marked the ſame, * The ſignes of any 
** times they are thole viſible appearances of Gods providence wherc- 
«by God leads us to diſcern that which is more inward as to his pur- 
** poſes, intentions and expeations. By theſe ſignes we may be led 
to obſcrve or underſtand what God intends with,or to a people inſuch 
9 ſuch time, which way the providence of God is at preſent work- 
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ing, or like to work toward rt ng "what God is doing with or 
among them. Now the Spirit of -God in the pouring out or with- 
drawing of it, being a ſpecial eminent and remarkble ſigne of the 
times, by a wiſe and prudent obſervation of the motions and workings 
of thart,we may be fignally led to this diſcerning of the times. And 


thercforc let-all Chriſts diſcip'estake'due notice and oblcryation of 


this matter. And conſider partſcutarly, | 
1. What movings of the Spiiit there ave in the Souls of men and Wvo- 
wen in theſe times, What ſolemn awakenings and ſound eonvictions 
wrought by the Spirit in the hearts of finners : what wooings and al- 
[urings to draw their Souls unto'God : What roiſe there is, ruſhing 
and ſhaking cauſed by the wind'of tbe Spirit among the d+y bones, Do 
. we ſee them coming together. bone to his bone, and ſtanding up on 
their feet from the dead? Is the Spirit of Ged ftriving, mightily ſha- 
king, powerfully and irreſiſtibly working upon the hearts of ſecure ſin- 
ners? Does it forcethem to cry out of their fin-and miſery, wretch- 
ed and woful condition ? Does it terrifie them from perſiſting-in, or 
medling with iniquity ? Does it humble and make them look about 
them with greateſt care and ſollicitude how they may do to eſcape 
the wrath of God and to obtain Salvation?: Are theſe workings of the 
Spirit upon the hearts of ſmners in theſe times ? Speak. you who till 
remain unregenerate | Is the'Spirit of God ill dealing with you by 
awakening,warning and not letting you alone'to g0'0n in fin, and allu- 
ring you by love to Jeſus Chrits Or hath it done ſtriving with you 


in that ſolemn manner and moving upon you in that winning way ' 


which formerly it hath done,whereby it made you fometimes to liſten, 
to its motions ? Have you got the maſtery'd# the Spirit by frequent 


reſiſtance, that now you will not be jog'd or moved by it ? Or hath 


the Spirit rever thus moved upon you ? Will you let us know how it 
is with you in this matter, that we may the better underſtand what 
God is doing or about to do? If there he theſe movings,awakenings && 
allurings of the Spirit in the Souls of menand women in any conſfidera- 
ble meaſure among us,it is a good ſigne : iBut if not, it is ſurely bad. 
2. Conſider, what preſence of God «« with bus word in the diſpenſation 
of it,end what workings of the Word there ave wpon andin the bearts of 
bearers, What impreffion the Word of the Goſpel labourcd in, 
takes: Whether it tends to bardni-g or ſoftving. whether it be a ſeed 
ſown upon good ground, or as ſeed thrown by the way ſide, or hath 
enly ſome lighter impreſſions. Particularly, E 2 1+ What 
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* ':. What [ubduing of hearts aud wills & Wrought by it, What ſtrong 
holds pulled down, what vain refuges difcovered, what ſinful plcas 
taken off thereby? Do we ſec thole that are Enemies to Chriſt fal- 
ling down before him when he rides forth conquering and to conquer 
by his word ? Pſal.1 0-2. The Lord ſpall ſend the Rod of thy ſtringth 
out of Zion. * The preaching of the Goſpel; accompanyed with the 
* mighty working of the Spirit of Chriſt, is the Rod of ſtrengrth,or the | 
* ftrong Scepter whereby Chriſt doth mightily ſubdue and govern 
** bis people, acky. in loc, And where there is a preſence of the Spi- 
rit accompanying the diſpentation of the Word,it will ſubdue hearts. 
2. What htart-breakings and Soul-meltings there are under the word 
of God? How docs the hammer of Gods word wielded by the Spirit 
break the rock in pieces? fer-23.29. 1s not my Word lihe a hammer 
that breaketh the rock in pieces? Docs the word divide betwixt the 
zoynts & the marrow, pierce to the diſcerning of the inward thoughts 
and intents of the heart ? Do men and women ſit. rrembling under the 
hearing of Gods word:? Arec-their $Sopls plainly and wholly laid open - 
to be wounded and begled by the.waxd of God 7 Does the word move 
and work kindly and: ſweetly upon the heart to perſwade, to draw, to 
inſtru&, to corre, to awe, to unite the heart to God ? Does it fully 
unravel our own woven.webs, kindly.humble us and nnake vs fall all to 
pieces, as in-out:- falyesthat we have no kind of thing to take to; and 
does ir ſweetly allure ghd work up our;hearts-to an carneſt, bearty 
and thankful devolving the whole weight and concernment of our 
reſtleſs, helpleſs Souls upon the everlaſting Arms of a tender and 
gracious Father in- Chriſt Jeſus? Does it bring us to claſp abcut a 
frong, gracious and faithful Redeemer and Saviour, as who will ho!d 
there and not let him go, becauſe clſe we ſhall periſh? Oris it ſo 
that the heat of Gods word diſpenſed will not thaw or melt our fr 0- 
zen hearts, how oft ſoeyer they arc held to this fire ? Js not my word 
like as a fire, ſaith the Lord ? LE 
3. What affefticn there 14 to the wovd of God. What love to, long- 
ing for and deſire aſter jt. Is it the delight, joy and rejoycing of per- 
ſons to be hearing, reading and pradtiſing accorcing to the holy word 
of God? Is it as it was with David, P/al. 119.97. Ob how love 1 thy 
Lew) P[4l.42.1,2. As the hart panteth. after the water-brooks, ſo pan- 
reth my Soul after thee O God. Ay Sol thirſteth for God, for the li- 
IO: ww Ref oy ef IE OY FS 4a My, 
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Seul lougith, yeo, even faintith for the Courts of the Lord, Pſal 122.1; 
I was glad When they ſaid unto me , Let « go into the houſe of the Lord. 
Or are we little affeted to, and our hearts little drawn out after the 
word of God. 

8. Conſider, what tenderneſs of heart and heart-ſmiting for ſin there 
z among us ? Where there is much of the grace of the Spirit the heatt 
will be tender, and ſuch a mans heart will ſmite him upon every of- 
fence againſt, God,and upon every appearance ofhis anger. As Jo- 
fah's heart was tender and he humbled himſelf before the Lord upon 
the hearing of what God ſpake againſt Judah, 2 King.22. 19, And 
Davids heart ſmote him upon his inconſiderate raſh aQtions, 1 Sam. 24. 
$- and2 $4am.24.10. Now what of this bcart tenderneſs, and pricf, 
an] mourning for ſinand Gods anger is there among us ? Doesthe 
leaſt tranſgreſtion or miſcarriage wound and grieve the Soul? Is a 
vain thought a trouble ? Is an hypocritical. frame or inclination a 
grief 2 Any appearance ofevil.dilquieting, that the leaſt, corruption 
cannot be born without crying to Ged for deliverance ? Or can per- 
fons bear away with lighter and leſſer evils, and it may be groſſer mi(- 
carriagesalſo? Let in go without lamenting,or bewailing it,or being 


much concerned about it ? be looſe in their lives and ungirt intheir . 


Rcligion, and yet full peace? = 
. 4+. Conſider, hat lively vebement outgoings of Soul to God in pray:y 
there are among ws, What of humble and holy accels, freedome and 
familiarity with God in ſeeking him, Doe perſons (even Chriſtians ) 
freely, cafily and as it were naturally pour out their Souls to God ? 
Can they by Faith take hold of God, and wreſtle it out with him, and 
not let him go till he bleſs them? Theſpirit of grace is a ſpirit of ſup- 
plications alſo, Zech,12.10, Or is it ſo, - 9p many neglet calling uf® 
g1 God wholly, qthbers do it, in hypocrilie, many in meer formality, 
and egen Chriſtians themſelves find it exceeding difficult to get up 
their hearts at any time to any carneſtneſs,or ſuitableneſs in this duty? 
5. Conſider, what concernment of Son! there is for the glory and work 

of God among us. Are we deeply engaged in,heartily taken up about, 
and diligently labouring in the promoting of Gods work, a nd procu- 

ring of his glory ? Is it our chicf care and principal endeavour that 

the work of Chriſt may be upheld, continued, and tranſmitted to 
poſterity ? 1s every one in his place and capacity thoughtful ani care- 

ful about this in good carneſt, that it may be dong ? QF arc wen 
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ſenſe be ſaid to be general. That there are 
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whit or little concerned about the glory and work of God among us? 
-Are not our own concernments minded more ? If we can look to our 


ſely-s, Ict Chriſt look to himſelf and his werk, as the Apoſtle com- 
plains, Phil.2.2t, All ſeck their own, not the things which are Peſus 
Chrifts., Are there few upon whoſe hearts dath reft the care and 


follicitude what will become of the Lords work ? It is the property of 


ſuch as inherit any good meaſure of a true Goſpel ſpirit to ſeek the 
glory of God. | ; 

heſe are ſome ofthe motions and operations of the Spirit which 
We are tv obſerye in our ſelves and others,and'by which we may be 
direted to diſcern the times,what God is doing or about to do, and 
what is like to become of us. When theſe things ſhall be, we may 
look for good times : If there be much of theſe things there is good 
hope : if little, little hope : if none, no hope : Only we may here, as 
alwayes elſcwhere,reſerve to God his abſolute Soveraignty in work- 
ing. Be- we never ſo bad, he may of his Sowraign grace ſaye,or at 
feaſt ſpare us: Or be we never ſo good,' he may of his Soveraigri 
power and dominion,and in perfef? Fuſtice alſo, huld us;under afMiQion 
in this life. But according to ordinary diſpenſation we may expect 
that he will be with us as we be with him. As the working of his Spi- 
rit is inus, ſo the preſence of his mercyes and bleſſings will be with 
us, his preſence or abſence will be much according as our ſpiritsare 
werking towards or from him, 2 Chron.15.2. The Lord « With you, 
awhile ye be with him: and if ye ſeth him, he will be found of you: but if ye 
forſake bim, he will forſake you. So Pſal.18.25,26,27, 

If any ſhall ſay ; Then (ſetting aſide what God in his Soveraignty 
may do) We hope it wil go well with ws, It isprobable it will ſo, 
For there are ſure theſe workings of the Spirit among us. In Anſwer 
hereto I ſhall only add that it will be needful to conlider theſe things 
further. wn 

1. #hether theſe workings of the Spirit, ſuppoſes [among #1 ymay in any 

ome few, here and there 
one that keep themſelyes cloſe to God and have a good meaſure of 
the Spirit breathing in them, for whoſe ſakes we fare the better, is l 
ſuppoſe beyond queſtion. But whether there be a ſufficient number 
to obtain the ſparing or ſaving ſuch a place of light and means as News 
England is, at leaſt without the feeling of more ſorrow firſt, may yet 
be a queſtion. For ] am ready to take this for granted, that the ſame 
: numbeg 
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number of righteous perſons that might ſave a ſnning $odo w, would 
yet not be enough to ſave a ſinning /[rae/. And that becauſe of what 
the Lord ſayes, Am. 3.2. Ton only bave I knownof all the Familyes of 
the Earth: therefore I will puniſh you for all your iniquities. : 

2. Whether thoſe workings of the Spirit that appear among ws be for 
the moſt part efſefinal and ſaving, Whether they be not moſtly or in | 
ercat 'part common and sneffettualzand ſo ifſuc only in formalities, It 
15 the inward ſaving and effetFual operation of the Sp'rit that gives us 
grounded hope of the expectation of ſure mercyes and bleſſings. 

3. Whether the breathings and workings of Gods Spirit are more or 
lhſs among u then _ were ff ſet under a diſpenſation of od | 
ment. lf they be leſs yea if they be not wore,there is little likelihood | 
thar we ſhould bedelivered from under that Judgment, For it is not 
probable that that ſhould remove anger, which was not ſufficient ta 
keep it of If the want of ſuch and ſuch graces and fruits of the Spi- | 
rit hath brought us under the Lords diſpleaſure, the ſame defe will 
ſure be like to continue us there. This therefore muſt not eſcape our | 
e>nſideration,what difference there is betwixt us then, and now. That | 
there is more ſin, and that iniquity abounds more, ſince Gods hand # 
bath been out againſt us, I think is the general obſervation of all that | 
take notice of any thing : According to that, Zeph.3.7, 7 paxiſhed 
them : but they roſe early and corrupted all their doings. | | | 


4: Whether the workings of the Spirit are now growing or decaying among | 
*..Ifthere be more & more ofthis gracious work of the Spirit break- 1 
ing forth dayly, it is well : But if it grow more rare,and lefs and leſs, | 
and the loſs of good menand women, in whom the Spirit. of God c- | 
minently was, is not in ſome good meaſure mide up by the reſting of 
the ſame Spirit upon others riſing ap in their ſtead, our caſe looks | 
 threatning, But I ſhall ſay no more in this matter. bo «x wiſe and 
h: ſhall underſtand theſe things ? prudent and be ſhall know them ?- For the 
wayes of the Lord are right, and the juſt ſhall walk in them: but the 
tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein, Hol. 14 9. | 

USE 5. OfExhortation; | 

r. Toall ſuch among us as have any lntereſt at the throne of grace | 

earneſtly to pray that God Would pour ont of bus Spirit upon ua from on 

high. Let Gods favourites among us be earneſt in crying unto God 

in this matter. If there be any trength for wreſtling with God left, 
zmprove all the. Intereſt you bo with God and with his Son that 

you may prevail forthis bleſſing, "© 0 Fog 
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' For Motive, Conſider, : | 
Mot; 1. I+ « the manner of, and ts becoming to Goas people to foppli- 
cate avd wait upon him for all their mercyes, It is mect.we ſhould re. 
ccive all our ſpecial bleffings from God upon our knees. Thus Gods 
Servants have done, Pſal.1233.1,2, Unto thee tiff 1 up mize eyes,O thou 
that dwelleft in the beatvens.=--Our eyes Wait upon the Loyd our God, un- 
zil that be have mercy npon . We mult not cexpett to receive any 
ſignal mercy unleſs God ſay the word, and that in av{wer to our ear. 
neſt prayers. What ever mercy God beſtows on his people he will 
de ſought to by them for it : When hehath any mercy to beſtow on 
his people he is wont to ftay till his people ask it, though it is God | 
that puts =—_ their _ . ask it. —_— = are "—_ in eve- 
thing by prayer and ſupplicatiea with thanksgiving to let our re- 
vcſſ "— made mo_ oo, Phil.4.6. We muſt ask the Father 
in Chriſts name for all. And therefore for this great bleſling of the 
pouring out of the Spirit there is all reaſon that we ſhould wait upon 
God by humble prayer. As the Apoſtles were commanded to wait at 
Jeruſalem for the prowiſe of the Father, the ſending down of the Spirir, 
A7.1.4. and moſt or much of that time they ſpent in praying,ver, 
14. T heſe all contizned with one accord in prayer and ſupplication. And 
this no doubt wasa ſpecial or main part of their prayer, that God 
would accompliſh his promiſe inthe attual pouring down of hisSpirit. 
| 2. Nothing elſe « like to do ws good, nnleſs God will poxr out bu Spi- 
E y;t on ww, Wehavehad experience of the inefficacy of Means upon us 
| to bring us ifito order and to a good frame. © * 
| ; | © Much and frequent inffir»:on and warwizy by the word hath not 
| TWone it. We have taught: what le this day in the world 
| more ? It may be ſaid of us, as Zeph.z.5- The juſt Lord « in the midſt 
: thereof.--every morning doth be bring bis  Pudgment to light, be faileth 
| »ot, Theword of the Lord hath been to us, precept upon precept, 
| tine upon line ; We have been in that reſpe& planted in tbe houſe of 
| the Lord : But have we not been as the fig-tree, barren Or as the 
| Lord ſpeaks of his Vineyard, Jſai.5.4. #herefore when I looked that it 
| foould bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? | 
7ndgements havenot done it. We have been under many: But yet 
may it not be ſaid ofus after all, as of them, Am.4. Tet have ye not re- 
turned wnto me ſaith the Lord? How truc isit of us 3 The people twyy- 
eth net to him that ſmiteth them i We haye not received correttion but 
refuſed to return, | Deliverance 
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Deliverauces da not doit. We have been refpited. And when 
wc have ſeen therc hath been reſpite, have we not been ſecure Rill ? 
As.it was faid of Pharaoh, Bxed.$. 15. Bat Ween Pharach (aw that 
Fogg was reſpite, he haranid bis beart and bearkeed not. 

. Renewal of roche bath not doneixn, Aﬀer reſpite and deliverance 
granted God hath taken us into his band agzin, But alas! that it 
tqould be too truly (aid of us, we ſer not owr beares ro thi; alſo.So that 
there is little or no hope till chis be, till God by his Spirit work a ſa- 
ving through change in our hearts. Truly we are grownfo irratio- 
nal as to ſpiritual concernments, that it is not Gods working upon us 
only in a rational way that will reclaim us, or bring usto his will - 
There muſt be in a more then ordinary manner the real energetical 
operation of his Spirit in us to make us other men and women then 
we are firſt, 

3- Au aniver/al lenguiſing in the inner man © and will be upon a for 
went of this pouring out of the Spirit, You your ſelves Chriftians by 
your own confe(ſion are not fo capacitated to the.exerciſc of grace & 
duty for want of this. Things go hard with your Souls. Thoſe 
things which remain are even ready to dy. As Rev.3.2. Faith, love 
anJ other graces they are as it were under a Conſumption, very fee- 
ble anJ languid. Iniquities prevail, corruptions get looſe and waſte 
the ſtrength and _ of the Soul : And will not you ftir up your 
{elves to pray for the Remedy ? Thisis lamentable, 1/4i-64.6,7. wt 
all do fade as 4 leaf, avd onr iviquities like the wind have taken ne alvay : 
And there is none that caleth upon thy Name, that ftirreth up himſelf to 
take held of thee. And how do ſinners pine away in their iniquities 
not regarding God nor their own ſtate and condition whileſt they are 
without the effeRual ſtrivings of the holy Spirit with them ? Will you 
not pity them and earneſtly pray for this kea/ing Remedy to be given 
to them ? Can you ſee your own Souls pining, and others Souls pe» 
riſhing, and not be importunate with God to put forth his hand to re- 
vive and ſave reſpeQtively? what will become of faith, holineſs, 
love to God,his word, Ordinances, wayes and one another,unlels;Gud 
be pleaſed to pour out his Spirit on us? 

* 4. The workof Chriſt « like quickly to ly by,unleſs thi be. If God do 
not graciouſly appear to give forth his holy Spirit, the work of Chriſt 
will be like ere long, and it may be not long firſt to fall to the ground 
for want of perſons ſpirited to —_— it and carry it on, And can 
| ; Þ he 
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. ro. | 
you he willing to {ce that day, or:tharivfhauid” come though you do 
not ſee it, and not improve the,ptmaſtol yaur intereſt with' God to: 
preventit ? Are you Chrifts, and not-concetned that the work of- 
Chriſt ſhould, or ſhould be in-danger tay. lye by? Indeed werag- 
1 > Like to run all:to. confuſion and. miſery,.if God doe not wonderfully 

| and graciouſly appear.this way to work:fpr us, to revive us by his. 
Spirit, to ſet us into, and keep us in thet erder which is according to. 
| his will, Thexc is therefore abfolute nateſlity of the cffaſton of the 
Spirit for the continuance of Gods work and glory among us. 
EE - $5. .T big will be our great {ecurity ag ainjt the expreſſions of Gods arz- 
þ 


ger, Exh, 39-29, Neuher will I bide my [ace any more (rom them: for 7- 
have pewred out mySpirit upon the houſe of {vnel,ſaith the Lord God. An: 
| £ it will be our ſecurity inthe enjoyment, ok all bleflings-and mer- 
. - cies, Indeed it-is the only ſure way we have toall, or any good. The 
nearer God the greateſt good is to us, the farther {in the greateſt evil will. 
4 be from us; & there will bo peace,quictnelſs and rejoycing in the favor- 
| of God, and ig the gracious cfleQs of it, - | THROAT IE 

6. /t wilt be forthe great honour of Gbrifk, By the pouring out of 
the Spirit.is maniſcſted the :fizcy athis Rederwpriov, and the end and. 
fruit of it obtained, which redougds to his honour. It is a great evi- - 
dence of the power of Chrifts Redemption and demonſtratcs him to» 
be a Grong Redeemer ,. when. there is of the travel of his foul to be - 
Fe CY op'c are made willipg in the day of bis power ;&hecnce - 
1s he glorified, "4 17,8,10. / bave gives anto thew the words which 
thou gaveft me: and they bave recerved them, and have known favely that 
1 c ame out from thee, aud they have believed that thes didft ſend me— And © 
J am glerifeed in them, And will not-you pray. that Chriſt may be - 


honoured-in his puns, | hearts of men to himſelf that this crows 


« 


of Glory may be ſet upon | . 

. 7. Ton 4 promiſe to improve of Gods pouring ont hug Spirit: . 

This is that which theLord hath fpokea that he will doe,cſpecially un- 

| der the, Gofpel; 1{(i.44-3- { wil( pawr my Spirit on thy Seed and wy + 
bl:fſing upon thine of /pring, Sv. Joel 2:2 gazg.; Whence.you have a 

bottome for faith to reſt ypon,an argument 10 plead in-prayer tor your- 

children of the riſing generation. You are.the Lores people, and to 
ſuch God in theſe promiſes giveshald to be.taken of .binaſelt in this - 

watter, Beg therefore that E uld fulfit his own word, accom- 
| giſh his own prowiſe.. | | | 
| 2 X Objedte. 


+ By > RN 


4 ETON _ 
_— —_— — —_ -- - _ . — - - i io <—_ — = -— - 


(Ci 
c OtjecF« Butit may be ſome will ſay, Theſe promiſes and ſo the 
- Text allo. reſpe& the latter times, and Gods pouring out his Spigin 
. Upon the Jews at their converſion, and bringing home z And thero- 
fore what improvement can we make of them for our times? 
JsFol. 1fit be granted that they dp reſpeQ « fgnal diſpenſation of God 
to the Fews in.the loft times, yet that hinders not but that there is ma- + 
Ry a liks dilpenſatjon of God in accomplitkinggheſc promiſes under the 
Goſpel. Prophetical Scrigture is otten fultilled. And though there 
be in ſpecial one grand accomplithment of Scripture Prophelics and | | 
_ promijes ; yet thereaxe alſo.many Specimens, beginnings of fulillige | 
them, partile accompliſhments, lixe diſpeaſations ot Gods providence, | 
. wherein thoſe propheſics and. promites are fulfifed in their mealyre | 
and degree. And to this Propheſy and promiſe of Gods pouring out 
his Spirit, however it may have its fwl/and gomplear accompliſhment 
in ſore particular glorious time hercafter : yet there hath been a 
$/5rious accompliſhment of it already in the Apoſtles times, as we are 
informed, A##:2-16 17;18.. But tbig4s that which was ſpoken by the 
Prophet Joel, Andis ſpall come to paſs in the laſt dajer (ſaith God) 1 | 
will pour owt of my Spivit upon all fleſs, &c. Yea, andit is fulfilled in a 4 
degree wherever the — with power. Yea, further it is 
obterved by ſome; that, * There is no particular Church where the __ 
;*< light hath ſhined but hath had. its ſpecial times, ſome ſolemn day of > 
© the pouring out of the Spirit, before the Sun went down ; Whicla —=* 
© may be obſerved either atthe firſt breaking up ofthe Goſpel, or at 
*© ſome remarkable time and change of her condition z Whence a 
** great tack of Souls to Chriſt hath followed, beſides the reaching of 
"" the Conſcience, and ftirring the affeQtion of _ others undera 
* common work of the Spirit, which uſually goeth along with ſolemn 
< times. Falfiling of the Scripture, pag- 142. Edit. 2. Oh there- 
fore pray that New England may have ſuch [ or another ſuch ] a ſo- 
lenn day, before her Sun go down. - ne ag 
8. It is neceſſary to evidence that you hve the Spirit that you be car- 
_— —— to have wore of the Spirit, and that both for your ſelves 
and otners. | | 4 
9. If Chriſtians would.is goed earneft ſet to pray for this there would 
be good bope that the Spirit would be pexredout upon us. The Lord is 
Not wont to ſay to his people,ſzek,or to ſtir them up to tek im in Vows, | 
d{a:45.19.1 ſaid not unto the Swd of f acobyſcek ye me in vain, &: wm | 
F 2 "OA 
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e will be viry graoionu unto thee at the voice of by cry; when be frat 


ir, he will anſwey thee, More encouragement to irftant prayer 
for the pouring out ofthe Spirit, ſee in Mr. 7. Mathirs Sermon on 
J{i.44.3- pag.14,t0 19. ; 

By all fet Chriſtians be perſwaded to /ift wp the hands which hang 
down, and ſet to prayer, with a deep ſenſe of our went of the Spirir, 
with a Sox! bumbling ſenſe, that we have ſo grieved the Spirit, as thus 
to ſorſake and with: bold its graciows operations from us : and alſo with- 
faith and exprFation that God will do this for us for the ſake and vp- 
on the account of Chrif : And then we might hope that it would 
go well with us, and that that ſhould be accompliſhed in us whichis 
prayed for by the Pſalmiſt,. P/a/.90. 14,15,16,17. O ſatuſy we carly 
W:th thy mercy, that we may rejojce and be glad all our dayer. lake us 
lad according to the dayes Wherein thou haſt offti ted a, and the yeart 
Wherein we bave ſeen evil, Let thy work _=_ unto thy Servants : and 
thy glory unto their Children. And het the branty of the Lord owr God be 
pou ww, and eſtabliſh tkou the work of or bands upon #1: yea, the work 
of our bands eſtabliſh thog it. 

Exhortation 2- To A#, to labourthat che Spirit may be ponred ont 
pon them, that they way hothHave the Spirit, and a plentiful meaſure 
of the graces of it. Legevery one endeavour to get the Spirit ſor him- 
felf,and ſo there would be a general pouring out of the Spirit, Would 
we be free from miſery, would we be happy, make this our buſmeſs. 
F.ct all unrcgenerate perſors rouzec and flir up thcmſclves, and t-ke 
the Kir gdome of heaven by holy violeace. Suc and ftrive by all 
means that the ſaving graces ofthe Spirit may be givento you. If we 
would have the Spitit pourcd out upen us.ufon our perſons, we myſt 
be in the way of waiting ſeri. And O that we could uſe utmoſt die 
ligence and cndeavcurs inthis thing! Itis a oattcr of mcſt enij- 
nent and everlaſting concernment. I might here urge thoſe two- 
things hinted in the-Text, The miſery of being without, and the bliſſed- 

neſs of kaving the Spirit pcured ont »pon w . which comprehend all 
catbe ſaid. But more particularly by way of motive, conſider, 

Mot. 1. Jf you have not the Spirit you are none of Cbriſts, you have 

vo Chriſt, you are Chriftlefs perſons, and have no more to doe with 
the Son of God in your-preſent Rate, as to any propriety in him, then. 
the Devils had, ZLak.8.28. You way talkof Chriſt, and it may be 
Fofeſs him, but you haye no right nox intereſt in him, Row. 8. 9. Now 
Jg 
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if ang man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, be & nent of big, The 'Spiric + 


is the bond of union on Chriſts part,and it is the Spirit which works 


Faith in us thich is the bond of union on our part : whence Chriſt 


cwels in his people by his Spirit. W herc therefore the Spirit of Chriſt 


is not, there is no union of that Soul to Chriſt, no faith wrought in the- 


teart, and ſo no Chriſt dwelling in that foul. And now ſeriouſly con+ 
fider what it is to be withowr Chriſt, to be nene of hu. : 
I. /t 55 to have no pardon of ſin, No Chriſt, no forgiveneſs. You 
erc yet in your fins, under the guilt of them, and can have no pardon 
ſo long as youare without Chriſt, All the fins that ever you have 
committed, they and on file againſt you, and you muſt anſixer for 
them. You lye under the heavy load of the guilt of innumerable 
evils, the which, if you had any ſcnſe, migbt-make your hearts to fail 
at the thoughts of it. P/al 40.12. For innumerable evils bave com- 
paſſed me about , mine iniquityes have taken hold upon me, ſothat I am not 
avle to look up they are more then the hairs of my head, therefore my 
heart faileth me. It is enough to make the heart of any perſon to fail 
indeed, to ſee the load of all his fins lying upon him unpardoned. 


What a dreadfull thing is it for us who have been Tranſgreſſors from. 


the womb, endleſs in atting of fin, to have all our fins to anſwer for 
before God, rb.9.3.1f be will contend with him, be cannot anſwer bins 
one of a thouſand. We cannot give a ſatwfying Anſwer for one lingle 
fm of a thouſand : But we muſt a»/wer, that is, we muſt be called to 
an account for them all, if they be not pardoned, and pardoned they 
are not, if wc have not Chriſt. In himperdon is to be had, Rom. 3.25. 
whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation through faith in bis blood, to 


aeclare bis righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, through the 


forbrarance of God, But pardon is no where to be had without him. 
2. It ts to have no favour with God, No Chriſt, ro favour in Hea-+ 
ven. The heart of God will never be towards any ttat are not in 
Chriſt, and tÞat contirue out of him. The worid is at enmity with 
God, and reconciliation is only ro be had in Chriſt Jeſus. God will 
enter into fricncſhip with, or ſhew favour to no perſon but by the 
means and mediation of his Son. | And therefore if thou art and con- 
tinueſt withe ut Chriſt, God does and ever will look uponthee as an 
Pncmy, thou ſhalt find no favour inkhis eyes. He that made thee will 


not have mercy on thee, be that formed thee will farts thee no favoar: There. 
will neyer þe other then anger in the ſace and hears of God gowards- 


thee: 
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We are all by nature-children of wrath and Enemies, but they wh6 
arc gotten into Chriſt they axe thereby reconriled, Co/.1.21,22. Tow 
that were ſometimes alienated and E nemyes in your minds by wicked works, 
yet wow hath be reconciled, in the body of bis fleſp through death, &c. Bur 
for others the wrath of God abides on them, and there it will abidc to 
Eternity, for they can have no favour, if they continue ont of Chriſt, 
?oh, 3.36. He that believeth not the Songthe wrath of God abidety on him. 
3. [t to have ne Salvation. No Chriſt, no Salvation. What- 
ever elſc men may bave, if they have not Chriſt, they can never be la- 
ved, A7.4.12. Neither us there Salvation in any other, for there 4s none 
ther Name unter Heaven given among men whereby we muſt be ſaved, 
7oh.3.3 6. He that belieweth not the Son ſhall not ſer life- Poor crea- 
ture! what doſt thou dream of Heaven, happineſs, eternal life & glory 
& haſt no Chriſt ? All thy hopes will prove to be but vain dreams, and 
will W the cnd vaniſh, 1 Foh.5. 12, He that bath not the Sou of God hath 
wot iſe. = 
4. It uw tobe reprobate, i. C. diſapproved, diſallowed and rejeted of 
God, Fer. 6.30. Reprobate [11 refuſe and rejeftea] filver ſhall men call 
them, becauſe the Lord bath rejeFedthewm, x» Cor.13.5. Know you not 
Jour own ſelvi1 bow that Jeſus Chriſt us in you exeept ye bereprobates. 
They who are without Chriſt, though they may not be Reprobate, as 
the word is oppoſed to E:e# , yet in their preſent ftateand as to what 
appcars they avc no better then thoſe that are reprobate. And con- 


. tinuing under Goſpel enjoyments withaut getting into Chriſt is a fear- 


ful ſymptome ofcverlaſting Reprobation. 

5. Tt wto be Satans. It thou art none of Chriſts, thou art the De- 
vils. The poſſeſſion ofmen inthe world is divided betwixt Chriſt and 
Satan. at Chriſt poſſeſſes not are under Set ans power and tyran- 
ny. Know therefore that if Chriſ hath no poſſeflion of thee, thou 
art poſſefſed- of the Devil. Moſt lamentable tydings I bring to all 
unconverted ſinners, you are poſſeſſed by the Devil: youare inthe hands 
of that ctuel Enemy of Souls, in the paw of that roaring Lyon who 
goes about ſecking whom he may devour. Is it not a dreadful thing 
to have the body poſſeſſed ? See Mark, 5.2,-:-5. There met him out of 
the Tombs a man with an unclean Spirit,»-- And alwayes night and day he 
Was 3n vhe mountains and in the Tombs, Crying and cutting himſelf with 

owes. But how much more dreadful is it to have the Soal in the De- 


vils poſſeſſion ? .Ah ſinner ! Haſt thou any rcaton to laugh and be 
s merry, 
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tnerry,to enjoy one good-hour, whileft thou art gnder the hand offs 
cruel a maſter and murtherer of: Souls as chou art-? He hath his wil 
upon thee, 2 Tim.2.26. /Yho art taken captive by bim «i bus will. The 
evil Spirit worketh in the Children of diſobedicnee, Epb.2.2. He 
traces theres, In ſome he keeps open ſhep, (&ting forth his wares be- 
fore the world in thoſe abominations and villanyes by them commi- 
ted: In athors he deals more undethand;,hedoe not appear fo open- 
Iy, but yet he is atwork in the heart of every child of diſobecience. 
Every ſinner.is the Devils feftvr, and erclong unleſs thou withdraw 
from his ſervice he will pay thee thy wages. Every Chriflleſs ſinner 
is under Satans power -- cence when'perſons arc converted, they-ate 
turned from the power of Batan,delivercd from the power of darkneſ?, 
Atft.26.18, To open thiir eqge and to turn than from darkneſs to light, 
anifrom the power of Satan unto God, Col. 1.13. Who hath aclivered ws 
from the powen of darkneſs. _ 

Thus remember: and . conſider thar-if: you have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt you are nong. of Chriſts,- and it none of Ghtiſts, then what and 
whoſe you are. PEE T on > Oy Fan. 

Mot. 2. if yum bave not the Syirit you are worth nothing. The fru 
worth and value of men is according.to what of:the Spirir-of God isi 
them. And therefure Pharaoh judged right of Joſeph on:this account 
that he was a, eminest mas, 4 manix whom'the-Sprvit of Gower, Gen, 


41.39, But if you are withont this, whatever rate: you may value your 


ſelves at, or others may value you, you are inde&t! good for nothitig. 

For, 1. You know nothing of that which # only worth the knowing , 
and to Which all other knowledge owght to be ſubſervient» You know no- 
thing ofthe-things of-God and his Kingdome, ofthe-myftcriesvof uni- 
on and communion with God.in Chriſt. 'Speculative knowledge you 
may have, but pradtical ſaving knowledge you have none, for the true: 
laving knowledge of theſc is only [attained by the help of the Spirit, 


which you are without, 1Cor.2.11,--14.We kavereceivedthe Sprrie” 


Which © of God that We might know the things that ave freely given to ns 
of Gol --+ But the natural man rectiverh nit the things of the-Spirit of 
God, for they arc fooliſhneſs wnto him, neither can he know them, beranſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned. You have little reaſun any one of you, 
he that knows moſt, to boaſt of, or be lifted up with your knowledge, 
for you know nothing as you ought to know- The Ged of this world 
tath bligard the minds of them that belirv: norgleſt tin 115, ht of the —_ | 
. | 4 ; & [2 . 
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Goſpel of Chriſt, who us the 192age of God, ſpould ſhine unto them, 2 Cor? 
4.4. And therefore whatever you may imagine, or ſpeak, or reaſon 
concerning ſpiritual things, it is but even as the blind mins imagint- 
tion, difcourle and reaſoning concerning Colours : It is very igno- 
rantly.: You do not really underſtand any thing about them. Ss 
Chriſtum neſri, nivil efÞ {5 cetera diſcts. | 
2. Tow can do wo good thing. You have no ability to perform iy 
good a&ion. We are all naturally ſo impotent that we can do nothing 
that is good unleſs we have the Spirit to help our infirmities, Kom.S. 
26, Likewiſe the Spirit alſo belpeth onr infirmities:; Which you have 
not. We cannot take any ſtep ina right path without the manudu- 
Rion and leading of the Spirit, Row.B. 14, For as many as are lea by the 
Spirit of God, they are the Sonsof God, Pſal.y v.12. Vphold me with thy 
free Spirit : But you have no ſuch guide. All ſp'ritval life and every 
ation of life it comes from the Spirit of Chriſt, Row.8.1 1. and with- 
out it nothing is to be done : And therefore let me tell you who have 
none of the Spirit of God, you never did any thing well in your lives, 
not any thing that God will accept. | 
g- Tow have no good in you, All the good that is or ever was in fal- 
fen man, it is wrought by the Spirit of God. And therefore if you 
have none of the Spirit of God, you have no real good in you. You 
may have theſe and thoſe good natural diſgpſitions, and ſome ſhews 
of good, but as for any ſpiritual, ſaving good that will abide the tryal 
when Ged ſhall judge what is good and what is bad, you have none of 
it. And thereforc it may be ſaid truly of you (whatever you may think 
of your good heart, &c. ) your heart is little worth, Prov.10-20. 
T be heart of the wicked « little worth. It is little worth indeed, for it 
is worth nothing. Hence is it ſaid, P/al. 119.119. God putteth away 
all the Wicked of the Earth like droſs : they being of no worth. Thus 
you ſee you are worth nothing, good for nothing, if you have not the 
Spirit of God in you : But they in whom the Spirit of God dwells, . 
they are the excellent upon the Earth, Pſal. 16.3. They are Gods few- 
els, Mal.3.17. In that day when I make up my fewels. 

Mot. 3. {f you as not get the Spirit of God to be in you,you Will be like 
to be guiity of New-Englands ruine. Iſpeak now to the Generation 
coming on upon the Stage, if you or a confiderable number of you 
do not take care to be right ſpirited for God,that you may ducly ma- 
nage his work and Carry it on,and ferve the God of your Fathers with 

2 
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a pettect heart and willing mind, you will be like to deſtroy and lay 
this pleaſant land deſolate, your irrcligion will be an cccaſion there- 
of, P/al. 107.34. He twrneth a fruitful land snto barrinneſs for the wick- 
edneſy of them that dwell therein, Your (m, ” degeneracy, your 
not owning and, worſhipping God in Spirit will p; oroke God to lay it 
deſolate, and then it will be.charged uppn you, you will be reputed 
guilty of it, as. being you who. have Cone it,Zech.7.1 1,-- 14: But they | 
refuſed to hrarken,&c.---for they (aid the pleaſant land deſoiate. There 5 al 
is the fault and there will it be charged. And what a Creadful thing * | 
will it he to have the ſpoiling of ſuch a bleſſed work as God hath here 
begun,to ly at our door ? | | | 
Mot. 4. While you are without the Spirit of God you are jn extream | 


danger, You go injeopardy of your lives, the lives of your Souls evc- 
ry hour. If this night thy Soul ſhould be called for, what would be- 
come of thee, who haſt none of the Spirit of Chriſt ? Aſſureely Chriſt 
will fay of you; [ know you not, depart from me ye,warkers of iniquity. 
And t!\en how fearful would your condition be ? There ball be weep- 
ing and gnaſbg of teeth. This is the danger you are in while the Spi- | 
rit is not given to you. There is but a ſtep betwixt your Souls and ; 
eternal death. Sentence of condemnation is paſt upon you already, 
70b.3.18, He that believer h not # condemned already. Hell does as it 
were gape for you, your condition is extreamly perilous. Did (in- | 
ners know in what danger of the. lives of their immortal Souls they | 
walk in everphour they are without the Spirit of Chriſt, they would 
never ſing care away with vain mirth and paſtime, or pleafe themſelves 
with ſome ſhew and formality of Religion.only. Oh the fcarful ama« ; 
Zing ſecurity of men and women that can ſleep quictly and take their | 
eaſc upon the brink of cternal miſery! |. ., - | | 
Mot. 5- Conſidg, you know not how little time you may have for the 
getting of the Spirit. Ani therefore labour to-get it quickly. lt is 
certain you have bur a ſhort time to work in, but how ſhort is uncer- 
. tain, We have ſeen and ſee dayly how ſuddenly they are cut down, 
by the Skord, an} now:by this fore diſeaſe, God bath ſent among vs, 
who in probability might have lived many dayes, Theſe eſpecially 
are tirzcs wherin none can proinite himſelf continuance of life. Thou 
haſt this day an opportunity of hearing the word of the Goſpel, and 
it may be irayft be ſomerbing moved by it; But who knows but that 


{ome of-us here may ſicycrt bave another? : Oh that the preſent time 
G y _ could 
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could be improved by ns all to ſtrike the kroke for Eternity ! The 
preſent time is only ours, and to know and improre that, is our wiſ- 
com and duty, 2 Co7-6.2. Behold, now i the accepted time, now u the 
day of Salvation. If we now improve it, it ſhall be a Cay of ſalvation 
to us, Heb.3-15. While it is ſaid, To day, if ye will hear hu voice, bar- 
| Hen not your lnarts, 1f we neglect making out after the Spirit ts day, 
we know not what ſhall be on the myrow, fam.4 14. None knows what 
a day may bring forth, Prov.27.1, Another day may bring the impe+ 
nitent ſtaner into cternal flames, ' God tells us that hezs Spirit ſball not 
atwayes ſtrive with men, Gen.6.3. And if the Spirit of God baye once 
cone ſtriving with us,then the time and hope of our getting the Spiric 
i5paſt and gone alſo. Now therefore while time and the day of grace 
= look about you leſt the opportunity be loſt-and you be undone 
or evcr. . | 

If any ſhall now ask ; How ſhall we do to get the Spirit of God pour- 
ed out upon #4 and dwelling in us ? There is a great deal of duty incum- 
bent upon us in this reſpe, We muſt nor (it (till and (ay, It is not in 
our power to get the Spirit - God expedts that his word ſhould ſtir 
us up to careful endeayours, that we ſhould up and be doing, if ſo the 
Lord will be with us. If we fit till we are ſure to periſh, but if we ſtir 
up ang ſet our ſclyes to ſeek him, who knows but the Lord may help 
us ſo to ſeek him as that he may be found of us ? Something therefore 
of our daty in order hereto fall endeavour to ſct before you in thete 
following DireQions. And the ſame courſe is to be taken for the 0b- 

taining an encreaſe of the graces of the Spirit. 

- Direct. 1, Labour for 4 ſeriow conſiderate frame. Duecly to pen- 
der-and weigh things eſpecially matters of Eternity. Scriouſly 
"mind what your ſtate, what your danger, what your work.is, Thac 
is the waful-bane of many « Soul they do not confidery, 1/as.1.3, Ay 
prople doth not _—_— They do not throughly think of things, ſome 
flight notions and workings they may have about them, bur it is not to 

<'purpole! - | believe there are: many who think they are converted, 
and have the Spirit of God, who never ſet themſelves to purpoſeto 
think what converſion was, what ſim is from which they ſhould con- 
yert; what God, Chriſt and holinefs is,to which they ſhould convert, 

' and what it is- to have the Spirit of God. Itis a dreadful Judgement 
- of God upon Goſpel ſinners, that in /ering they ſee nor, they have ſome 
Bighty Gght and apprehenſions ofchings, but they do not RE them - 
F9*" ally 


 , AL 
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aly and to purpoſe: They know every thing almoſt about Chriſta: 
nity, but they feel nothing, and ſo indeed know nothing. Did men 

and women ice things =» 4 and conſider things ſerioxſly and to pur- 

poſe, we ſhould hare other manner of endeavours for the Spirit, for 

Converon and Salvation then there are. [t would be a good ſtep 

if Gnners could get their hearts ſet upon, and their thoughts ſeriouſly 

bulied about, thoſe puatters that lye betwixt God and their Souls; and 

take up rigbr and rFiough apprehenfions of thoſe things which are of 
ſpiritual and everlaſting concernment. Hence is it wont to be ſaid 
Conſideration t half Converfjon. A giddy ſlighty generation that can 

ſcarce be ſerious or fixed in any thing,that cannot get their hearts fix- 
c{ ſcriouſly to think of things, eſpecially of a ſpiritual nature, are not. 
like to be a converted generation, to he the ſubje& of the pouring out 
of the Spirit. We muſt therefore labour to ſet our heatts to the words 
of GoJ, to feel them in through meditation that they may be our life ? 
©« One Truth felt in Meaitation 6 worth a world. Mr. Mitchels Let. 
HenccDavid P/a1. 39.3: My heart Was hot within me,while ] was muſing 
the fire burned. A religious pondering frame would greatly make way 
for the preſence ofthe ſpirit of grace in theSoul, P/al. 119.59. thought 
091 my Wayjes and turntd. 

Dire&t. 2. Be ſure not to reſiſt or quench the Spirit, When the 
holy Ghoſt is moving upon, or towards you, beware of oppoſing or 
ſtifling its motions;JAs they did, A#.7.5 1-Te Stiff necked and wncircum- 
ciſed in heart and ears, ye do alwayes reſiſt the holy Ghoſt, If perſons 
will alwayes rcſiſt the holy Ghoſt, when it is moving towards them, 
how ſhould they come by it to be partakers of it ? Hence are we ſo 
expreſly charged, 1 Theſ.5.19. Vnench not the Spirit, 1 whenthe 
Spirit moves by the word, or moves in your hearts to leave fin, to fol- 
low God and after holineſs, if now you withſtand, refuſe or negleR ts 
attend its motions, you are not like to obtain the Spirit- If you will not 
give entertainment to the Spirit of God, nor embrace its motions, 
how can you be like to receive it > Therefore be very atten- 
tive to embrace its motions and obey them: Hearken diligent 
ly to his Counſel and Commands. © zwhen the Spirit of God & 
© knocking at your hcarts, and ſtirs your hearts to acoept of him and of bus 
& gracery (which he i willi ng and ready to work in you) by no means neg- 
«/e i them ov ſlirht them,but lay hold of them preſently,as one f the grea- 
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& aud beſerch him ta geen "With by Work iv yoar Sontr, Dy wit rejedt at 
et Work of the Spirit 2 weithey grieve bin & ing hit gord wotions : 
6 Prov.1.23- Tarn you 42-wy Reprodf : brbila, 1 will pouy ont my Spi- 
* ante yeu, | wil wake known my Words wnto youw, Sedgwick 0n the. 
* Covenant. p. 641. , _ : 

; Dirc&, 3. Remove all prejudices againſt tht Spirit ont of your hearts. 
Our hearts naturally.are fall of prejudice againſtthe Spirit and the: 
wayes and workings ofit, of which we muſt labour to get them clear- 
6d. Therearethoſe things wont to be'mentioned ( as in the Authey 
but now quoted, p.639 ) wherein we are apt to take up prejuJice a- 
gainſt the Spirit. 1. Againſ the hutbling work of the Spirit; 2. The' 
morcifying work of the Spirit.” 3-. The {anQifying work of the Spirit. 
4: The Derifions that belal menfor the Spirits ſake. That which 
I have eſpecial reference: to here is that we ſhould get removed all 

rejudice againſt the morrifying and ſanFifying work of the Spirit. 

are of. being. offended at.the way of walking in'the Spirit for the 
ſrianeſs of it, as if it wer too ſireight-to be reſtrained from thefe an1 
thoſe: fleſhpplcaſtaig ations, and'to betyed to theſe and thoſe religi- 
ous dutyes and ſervices. | Be ſo far-from looking upon theſe as un- 
reaſonabje,. as that on the contrary you may account them moſt equi- 
table, and-indecd, moſt pleſant : As Prov.g.17. Her wayes are wayes 
of pleaſamineſs, Agd accountthat it is your naughty heart only that 
'makes you think themtedious atd irkſome: By all means get your 
hearts reconciled to thoſe wayes, in which the Spirit of God leads thoſe 
he' dwels in, that you may from the heart account thoſe happy who 
bythe help and grace of the Spirit canand do wilk in them, anJ that 
you ſhould account.it your. own greateſt happineſs ifyou could obtain 


| Cohave and walk inthe Spirit, and in allthe' wayes thereof, 'anJ that 


every way and work of the Spirit of God may be very precious & de- 
fireable to you They are the moſt excellent, glorious, profitable and 
Cefireable wayes and works, and itis the perverſenels of mans heart 
and will that makes them at any time ſeem otherwiſe : which perverſe 
eſteem of them we mult labour to ger rid of | 

Dir. 4, Get your hearts preſſea with the intolerable lad and burthcn 
of ſin, of which you can no way be eaſed but by the preſence and help of the 
Spirit of God. . Never reſt nor be quiet till you come to ſee the intolle: 


. rable, infinite, endleſsevil that isinfin, to be ſenſible that it is an un- 


ſupportable burtben, That. is the reaſon why mafiy are ſq ——— 
cernes 


(45) 
cerned about obtainitg the Spirit of God to' helpand reltievethent ; - 
they are not duely ſen{ible of the dreadful burthen and load of their - 
ſia that lyes upon them. They have ſome lighter convitiocs and hu- 
miliations it may be for ſome gm fins, butxthey art not deep, ſoak- 


ing, nor through enough They arenot ſick unto death of their (in, . 
and hence they do nor look for, or not very carneſtly for the Phyſiti- 
an. It may be they have ſome phyſick of their own, ſomething com- 
. pounded in their own Kitchin, ſome courſe or work of their own, that 
they account will do the deed, expiate for their ſm, and preſerye them- 
from periſhingz and ſo they look no further. Or if they do look Out to: 
this great Phyſitian of Souls,it is only to get ſome direCtions what they 
may do themſclves for themſelves, and they themſelves will get ie, 
work it and adminifter it, and ſo they reſt ſtill upon their own doing : 
They are not brought ſo low in themlelves, as utterly and for ever to 
deſpair of their own ſtrength and- kill ta recover themſelves, and; 
hence they do not yield themſelves wholly. and fully to be'ibealed: by: 
the Spirie of Chriſt; they do not ſee ſuch necdof it. Laboar therefore 
by all means to fee clearly the deadly wound that ſin hath given you, 
and to have your hearts broken all to picces under the ſevſe thereof. 
So long as you are whole in your ſelf, or think you can make. your 
ſelf whole, you- will ſee no need of the Phyſitian:: Butif you be thus 
fick, eart-ſick of ſin, you will then feel an abſolute need of the-Phy- 
fitian, you will then prize and leok after him, Afarhb.9.12. 7 bey thas 
be while need not a Phyſitian, but thiy that are ſick, Sit not down at: 
quiet till ſiz become moſt exceeding bitter © Go on humbling go be 
* bumbled,an1 ro ſet ſuth intollerable eviliw.(u, and to be (or buriheved 
«ith the wrath of God lying won you for ity au th may make fa everbaffing = 
<\ /y odjong t0 you, fored you to fly for —_— ley: held on the bepe;ſut:be-- 
©& fore you,and to have ſtrong conſolation there.Mr. Mitchel Lee.Do not 
ſhun ſorrow and moutning for in: Of neceſſity you muſt be troubled 
for ſinin this life or in Hell, and it is far. better to come mourning (#8  . 
God for-fin here , then > m—_—_— from him for his Judgement 
- hercafrer.1f we be indeed caſt down for {in & be in extreata bitterneſs. 


of Soul about it from the ſimfulneſs of it,and its contrariety to God apl__ 


pearing to us,then we ſhall be-fi objeasſor the Spirit who is the com- 
forter to manifeſt his gracious work uponty; //a5.57. 18. /.»il lead boy 
«lfo and reftore comfubt s wato hins undae biemenracrr. Penitential mouf- 
vet for lin and Fri the wayto be comſorte&-bp God; Fhun-itys 


(46) | | 
ſaid the Spirit of the-Lord was upon Chriſt for this end, J/ai.61, 1,2} + 
3-T beSptrit of the Lord God is wpou mtzbecauſe the Lord hath anointed me 
20 preach good tydings unto the nrth, he bat b ſent me to bind wp the broken 
 bnarted, to proclaim liberty tothe Captives, and the opening of the priſents 
' themthat are bound: To proclaim the accepteblt ons. the Lovd, and 
the day of wengrance of our God, to compurt all that mourn : Ts appoint wn* 
to thew that monru inZ iongto give unto them brauty for afhts, the op! of jay 
for mourning. lf we do nof feel fin to purpoſe(as it is to be feared few in 
theſe dayrs do, whatever common convictions many bave)there is little 
hope that we ſhould have this blefſed Comforter fent to us, to take up 
his. abode with us. Mourning for fin cannot de too much, if it raiſe the 
price of Chriſt in the Soul, and draw out a more earneſt deſire of the 
applying work ofthe Spirit to be wrought in the heart. 
Dire&. y. Cry mightily to God for bay Spirit. Ask this boon of 
. Heaven. When you ſcel an utter want of the Spirit of God in you, 
hen run, flec to the throne of grace and let your Soul cry oat to the 
living God for this mercy. Tell the Lord in humble manner what 
need you have of his Spirit, what your miſery is without it, and ear- 
neftly beg of him that he will give you his holy Spirit, to work faith, 
repentance and all other graces in you, And for your encourage- 
ment conſider what Chriſt ſayes, L»k.1 1-1 3. If ye then being evil,know 
how to give good gifts unto your C bildren : how much more ſhall your hea- 
wenly Father give the holy Spirit to them that ack, him? and Prov.2.3, 
4.5. But youwill ſay; recon prey without the Spirit, 

Anſw. But yet go and preſent your ſelves before God, and ſpread 
your cafe before him as well as you can. Bemoan your wants, your 
inability to good, your inſenſibleneſs of your miſery : Plead as well as 
= gan for mercy, for the beftowing of his Spirit upon you : Whoa 

nows but when you are endeavouring,ſecking and ftriving, God may 
give in his holy Spirit to you, and help you to pray to acceptation 

. with him?It is our duty to wait & letGod take his time&way to;work. 
' But be fure to pray & that with great carneſtneſs from a deep ſerſe 
of your diſtreſs and danger, that God will ſpeedily help you, P/al.70. 
3. Make haſte, O God, to deliver me, make haſte to help me,O Lord, Pſal. 
1143-7. Hear me ſpeedily,O Lordgmy Spirit faileth : bide not thy face from 
wes left I belike unto them that go down into the pit, / It muſt be with 
humble and earneſt prayer on our part, that the Spirit of God will 
come intg our Souls, if cyer it comethere, Lovk therefore ks 

| : | Infinite 
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- Fafinite mercy of God in Chriſt ts help in this matter. 
Dire&. 6. Be excceding diligent in the uſe of all meany, eſpecially it 
attending wpon the word of God for the obtaining of the Spirit. As wC 
muſt pray, ſo we muſt uſe all due means with praying over them. Seek 
_ _ forthe - ay wherever there is hepe it may be found in all thoſe wayes 
which God hath inſtituted for the giving forth of grace, mercy and 
' good to the Souls of men. Let Sabbaths be obſerved, Ordinances at- 
tended, meditation, ſelf examination, praper, ſecret, Family and publick 
Prayer, reading the word of God; And eſpecially the 4ſiniftry of the 
word : Oh wait there; By that. the word of God diſpenſed.the Spirit 


is pleaſed to convey himſelf. The Goſpel is called the miniſtration of 


the Spirit, 2 Cor.3.8, We read of thoſe upon whom the holy Ghoſt 
fell while: they were hearing the word, AF. 10.44. While Petr 
- ſpake theſe words, the holy Ghoſt fell on all them Which beard the word. 

he Galatian:tGal.z 2. reccived the Spirit by the bearing of faith, i.c. 
the word of faith which the Apoſtles preached. Therefore attend di- 
ligently to the: Afiniſtry of the word, pray before you come, pray 
when you go from. hearing of the word, hat it might be a bleſſed 
means to conveigh the Spirit to you: And when you come to the word 
attend with all your might, hear as for your lives, do not heedleſly let 
flip any one Sentence without your careful attention.Expe&,wait,long, 


look when, þy what ſentence, by what word ſpoken God will let in his. 


$pirit into your Souls, Oh if perſons would ſet themſelyes in good car- 


neſt to attend upon the word of the Goſpel, as the word of God,as the- 


Miniſtry .of the Spirit, who knows what God might do for them ? Let 
the word of God be precious,if cyer you would have the Spirit of God. 
with you and in you. | oy 
Dir. 7. Exquire ſeriouſly and conſult with thoſe that have the Spirit of 
. God. If you have any ſerious chriſtian friend you can open your heart 
to,be plain with him, & beſeech bim to be plain with you. Enquirethe 
; way of the Spirit from thoſe who have had experience thereof,Per. 50. 
' 445+ In thoſe dayes and im that tinle ſaith rhe Lord, the children of 1ſr at! 
. ſhall come,they and the children of fudah together going and W eping : they 
. ſhall go end ſeth the Lord their God : T hey ſhall ack the wy to Zion with 
Jheir faces thitkerward. Where you meet with difficulty inthe way feek 
for inſtraction : Liſten what others, what Chriſtians of approved god- 
lincſs and experience ſay concerning the way of the Spirit of God in 


vt 


their Sovls, if ſo be that You'th6veby mihkt go forth by the ſodſteps 


({ 48 ) — 


of Chriſts flock, and find him whom your Soul ſeeksafter. This is the di retionths 
--o0 tby way forth by the footfleps of the 


Lord gives to her, Cant, 1,3, If thou hnow n0t,--g ] 

& It is of exceeding uſe for perſons whoſe defires are inten(ly ſet after the Spi- 
rit of God to be op-ning their hearts, and conferring ſeriouſly one with another 
abont he ſame, Ob thz holy breathings { 

- Hjndledin the Souls of perſons when they have been ſeriouſly and fin 
-. Mg concerning the things and wayes of the Spirit of God ? 
Died, 8. Continue ſeeking, ſtriving and waiting in the uſe of a means 1il you find, 
ti the Spirits be-poured out from on bigh upon you. If the Lord do not come and giye his 
' Spirit to you preſently, yet take heed of giving over,or {lacking yotr endeavours, 
Many being ſo:ne way or other rouzed, fora fit are very earnelt, but not finding the 
Spirit of God to come quickly,they give over, they are ſoon cooled, and content 
 thzmſclres with their former formalities ig the exerciſes of Religion. Take hd 
| wedonot caſt away our Souls here : How many, many periſh here ! Reſolve ne- 
ver to give over ſcekingand waiting till God be gracious to YoÞ, and pour ont his 
'Spirit upon: you. If God give you not the holy Spirit to be your Comforter,reſulye 
-nererto take comfort, but ly downin ſorrow. Let nothing divert you from this 
ſecking, letnothing ſatisfy you til you have found the thing you ſeek for, 7oſ.6.5; 


ofthe Spirit that have many times been 
ly confer- 


. 


| Then ſball we know if we follow 0nt0 know the Lord. Importunity and conſtancy may 
_ athaſt prevail, Zuk, 1 1.5;--10, -—Tet becauſe is importuzity, be will riſe and give 
Pim as many as be needeth, Ba and Lut,18.1, And be ſptke 4 parable unto them 20 this 
* exdtbg men ought elwayes 0 pray and wot to faint, The Lord Jeſus ſpake theſe things 
- to-encourage to importunity 'and conſtancy in prayer. And for the prevalency 
wy & of this we have the famous example of the woman of Canaan, 
- | 15 c22z.-28, 
ire. 9. Make this the buſineſs of your lives. Eook upon it as the main thin 
5 oncine into the worldfor. phone ſtrength of yoyr Souls about it, Drive 
on this as if you had nothing elſe to mind or do : Make this your work to get the 
Spirit of Godto be in you, and all other things ſubordfnate and ſubſervient to this, 
Do not think that fora ſinner toobtain all the gracious operations of the Spiritin 
himſelf, togeta due ſenſe of fin as moſt ogious and loathſome, and to reſt his Soul 
 uponChrif as molt pretious, and to ſhew forth all the bleſſed fruits of the Spiritin 
his converſation, isa work —__ quickly done : And yet. you muſt not reſt till 
you come to this, till there be e apparent, manifeſt, full breathings and operati- 
ons ofthe Spiritin you, As Mercy is not like to come tous till the Spirit be pour» 
ed out upon us from on high : So let us wait and labour till the Spirit be ggured 
out upon us, fingly andgenerally, tbat the wilderneſs. may become a uirhNet, 
andthe fruitful field be counted for a Forreſt, and ſo thoſe mercyes and bldſings 
whichareconſequens te this bederived down to, and ſetled upon _Us, " Fora 
cloſe, let every fincere one, whoſe heart is upon the work and glory of Chriſt, hear 
with the Pſalmiſt in that prayer & profeſſion of his, Pſel.5.3. 


tily and earneſtly joyn 
6.9 tht the Salvation of Iſrael were come owt of Zion ! When God bringeth back, the C ap< 
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